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LENT BEGINS — Mar. 7 is Ash Wednesday, a day of fast and 
Diego, distributes ashes made from last year’s Palm Sunday 


abstinence and the beginning of the Lenten season. In a 
familiar scene to be repeated throughout the world that day, 


greenery. 


Best-seller on annulments gets mixed review 


By Deacon James Steinberg 

Religious book publishing is_ big 
business, but one of the hottest items on 
the Catholic market right now has 
nothing to do with Scripture or 
spirituality or the search for holiness and 
renewal. It isn’t even published by a firm 
known for its Catholic titles. 


The book sold out last November’s 
initial printing of 12,000 copies, and was 
written by someone with no theological 
expertise, although it has probably come 
to the attention of virtually every canon 
lawyer in the country. The author is a 


civil lawyer, and he wrote it for people 


with a legal bone to pick with the Church. 


THE BOOK is Annulment: Your 
Chance to Remarry Within the Catholic 
Church, by Joseph Zwack, and is a guide 
through the ‘‘mysterious procedure’’ by 
which Church tribunals crank in 
paperwork at one end and grind out 
annulments at the other. 


It’s not surprising that Zwack’s book, 
one of several such now on the market, ‘is 
a best-seller. The author estimates that 
there are eight million U.S. Catholics 
who are civilly divorced, of whom 80 
percent have since remarried. But only 
about one in 10, he says, have tried to get 
the first marriage declared null by the 
Church. 


“The problem of divorced — and 
divorced and remarried — Catholics is a 
major opportunity for ministry today in 
the Catholic Church,’’ observed Father 
John Proctor, vice officialis of the 
diocesan marriage tribunal. 


““GENERALLY SPEAKING, for the 
divorced person who asks to remarry or 
the divorced and remarried person who 
asks to be reconciled to the Church, an 
ecclesiastical annulment will be 
necessary,’’ said Father Proctor. ‘‘And 
that’s why the book by Zwack is so 


popular.”’ 
Please turn to page 7 


Father John Proctor 


‘A major opportunity’ 


Bishop Mahony 
asks Border Patrol 
to change tactics 


STOCKTON, Calif. (NC) — At a 
candlelight procession commemorating 
11 farmworkers who have drowned since 
1974 fleeing the U.S. Border Patrol, 
Bishop Roger Mahony of Stockton called 
on the government agency to change its 
tactics. : 


The 11 drownings have occurred when 
illegal workers fell or jumped into 
waterways as Border Patrol agents made 
sweeps of nearby farms. The latest 
drowning occurred Jan. 23 when Pedro 
Jiminez died in the Mokelumne River 
near Stockton. 


“THERE SIMPLY’ cannot be a 
number 12,’’ Bishop Mahony said. 
About 1,000 farmworkers and supporters 
took part in the Feb. 13 procession, which 
began at St. Mary Church in Stockton. 


Chief Patrol Agent Carl: Riedinger of 
the Livermore Border Patrol sector said at 
a Feb. 9 press conference that the Border 
Patrol has caught 541,000 illegal aliens 
during the past 10 years in the area in 
which the drownings have occurred. The 
Livermore sector has jurisdiction over 
most of central and northern California. 


“The drownings are unfortunate but 
represent a very miniscule percentage 
when compared to the total number of 
apprehensions,’’ Riedinger said. 


“It is indeed. a tragedy when a human 
life is lost for whatever reason. However, 
the Border Patrol is not responsible when 
an illegal alien risks his life while trying to 
avoid lawful apprehension,’’ said 
Riedinger. ‘“The criminal is the alien who 
has entered the country illegally, not the 
Border Patrol agent who is charged with 
enforcing the law.”’ 


BISHOP MAHONY called 
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OTTUMWA, Iowa — Edward 
Maher, a brother of Bishop Leo T. 
Maher of San Diego, died here Feb. 
21 of apparent heart failure. Bishop 
Maher attended the funeral services, 
including an evening Rosary at 


Reces Funeral Home Feb. 24, and a 
Mass of Christian Burial the 
following morning at Sacred Heart 
Church. Maher is survived by his 
wife Edith, two children, four 
brothers and four sisters. 


el ee 
Fundamentalists ‘evangelizing’ Catholics on local campuses 


By Susan Nowak 
SAN DIEGO — Whether their 


methods are subtle or overt, some 
fundamentalist groups evangelize on 
college campuses and actively seek 
converts, said Eudist Father William 
Rowland, director of the Newman Center 
at San Diego State University. 


Tactics vary, said Benedictine Sister 
Betty Barber, campus minister. Some 
groups distribute anti-Catholic literature; 
flyers calling the pope the anti-Christ and 
the Church “‘the whore of Babylon’’ 
recently were distributed at Grossmont 
College, where Sister Betty also serves as 
campus minister. 


KEITH GREEN’S Catholic 
Chronicles, which assail the Church, also 
crop up. When Sister Betty read Green’s 
works, ‘“They made me very angry,’’ she 
said. He presented decades-old and pre- 
Vatican II Catholicism as current. ‘‘In 


essence, they’re half-truths,”’ she said. 


Chick Comic Books and Mission to 
Catholics literature have also made their 
way onto local college campuses, Sister 
Betty noted. 


Evangelists are allowed to talk in the 
“‘free speech’’ area, a major foot-traffic 
spot at San Diego State. Any campus- 
approved club can set up a table on a 


. walkway near the free speech area. The 


Newman Center, along with other 
religious and secular groups, distributes 
information there. 


THOSE GROUPS which might 
possibly end up leading a young person 
away from the faith ‘‘probably do less 
harm than those who catch the 
unsuspecting person,’’ Father Rowland 
said. 


The unsuspecting person might be 
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Father William Rowland, CJM; Sister Betty Barber, OSB 
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Campus ministry at San Diego State 


Briefs 


REJECTION URGED — The USS. 
Catholic Conference has urged rejection of a 
bill sponsored by Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, D.-N.Y., that would move the 
U.S. embassy in Israel from “Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem. Such a move would undermine the 
U.S. goal of peace in the Middle East, said 
Father J. Bryan Hehir, secretary-designate of 
the USCC Department of Social Development 
and World Peace. He testified before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

BLOODY STREETS — Cardinal Jaime 
Sin of Manila has warned of ‘‘blood running 
through our streets’’ unless Filipino President 
Ferdinand Marcos concedes some of his power 
before the May elections. Cardinal Sin said 
Marcos should agree to concessions demanded 
by opposition leaders ‘‘not out of charity but 
out of justice.” 

‘ENCOURAGE JUSTICE’ — Pope John 
Paul II should use his May 3-7 visit to South 
Korea to encourage the Catholic Church to 
work for ‘‘the realization of God’s justice,’ 
said an exiled South Korean human rights 
leader. Kim Dae Jung, a Catholic layman who 
was condemned to death in South Korea, said 
he also hoped the pope would visit Kwangju, 
the city where riots broke out in May 1980. 

REFUGEE ADVICE — Auxiliary Bishop 
Agustin Roman of Miami called on Cuban 
and Haitian refugees to support each other in 
their bids for legalized status in the United 
States. Bishop Roman, a native of Cuba, was 
deported when Fidel Castro came to power. 


‘TROUBLING SIGN’ — The Senate 
voted 63-32 to restore the death penalty for 
such federal crimes as terrorism, assassination 
or attack on a president, murder on federal 
property and kidnapping. The U.S. Catholic 
Conference called the action ‘‘a deeply 
troubling sign’’ and said that “restoring the 
pti teats would mark a major erosion of 

NNN 


our society’s respect for the sanctity of human 
life.” 

WILSON O.K.’D — The Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee recently approved the 
nomination of William Wilson to be the U.S. 
ambassador to the Holy See. A 9-1 vote 
moved the nomination ahead to a vote by the 
entire Senate. Sen. Jesse Helms, R.-N.C., 
said the day before he cast the only negative 
vote that President Reagan should withdraw 
the nomination because of citizen opposition to 
the establishment of formal ties with the U.S. 
and Holy See. 


WILL PRAY — Twelve Catholic bishops 
along ‘‘white train’? routes for nuclear 
warhead transport have called such weapons 
shipments a violation of international law, the 
Gospel and the U.S. bishops’ teachings in 
their, 1983 war and peace pastoral. The 
bishops said they would join prayer vigils and 
non-violent protests against the shipments and 
they urged people to‘‘give prayerful 
consideration to joining in these vigils.”’ 


AID ASKED — President Reagan asked 
Congress for $8.9 billion in U.S. military and 
economic aid to Central America over the next 
five years. The legislation seeks to counter 
leftist advances in Central America by sharply 
increasing the amount of aid poured into the 
region. 


IRISH GOV’T IN — The Irish 
government will participate in the New York 
City St. Patrick’s Day parade, an official 
statement announced. However, it called the 
selection of a former Irish Republican Army 
member as honorary grand marshal 
‘‘regrettable.’’ 


PRIEST MOVED — The transfer of a pro- 
Solidarity priest from his parish in an 
industrial suburb of Warsaw has sparked 
protests by parishioners. More than 2,000 
people attended a Mass to protest the transfer 
decision of Cardinal Jozef Glemp, primate of 
Poland. Nine parishioners earlier began a 
hunger strike to protest the transfer of the 
priest, 40-year-old Father Mieczyslaw Nowak. 
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LENTEN REGULATIONS 
During Lent, which begins Ash 
Wednesday, March 7, and continues until 
the evening of Holy Thursday, April 19, 
U.S. Catholics have an obligation to abstain 


. from meat on Fridays. 


In addition to Ash Wednesday, Catholics 
are obliged not only to abstain from meat, 
but to fast — eating only one meal and two 
light meals — on Good Friday. 

The obligation to abstain from meat 
binds Catholics 14 years of age and older. 
The obligation to fast binds Catholics 21 to 
59 years old. 

Failure to observe individual days is not 
considered serious; rather it is the failure to 
observe any penitential days at all or a 
substantial number of days which must be 
considered serious. 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Sunday, March 4, 1 p.m., Brawley, St. 


Margaret Mary Church, Golden Jubilee 
Anniversary, Mass, Confirmation, canonical 
visitation. 

Monday, March 5, 5:30 p.m., Brawley, 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Mass, 
Confirmation, canonical visitation. 


Thursday, March 8, 3:30 p.m., diocesan 
office, meeting of executive board, Sisters’ 
Council. : 

Friday, March 9, 3 p.m., U.S.D., 
Manchester Executive Conference Center, 
U.S.D. Board of Trustees meeting, dinner 
following. 


Father Peter M: Escalante, 
Secretary 


Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 


Saturday, March 3, San Diego, Third 
Encuentro Congress. 

Wednesday, March 7, 5:30 p.m., 
Oceanside, St. 
Confirmation. 


Friday, March 9, 5:30 p.m., Ft. Yuma, St. 
Thomas Indian Mission, Confirmation. 


Saturday, March 10, 9 a.m:, San Diego, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, 
Guadalupe retreat. 


Saturday, March 10, 10:30 a.m., San 
Ysidro, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 
Religious profession celebration. 
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Precious Blood Sisters 
mark 150th anniversary 
with Mass at Mission 


OCEANSIDE — Mission San Luis 
Rey was the setting Feb. 26 for an 
afternoon Mass of Thanksgiving marking 
the 150th anniversary of the founding of 
the Sisters of the Precious Blood. 


Concelebrants included Father Martin 
McKeon, OFM, the Mission’s pastor, 
and Very Rev. Paul F. Link, western 
provincial of the Fathers of the Precious 
Blood, who were closely associated with 
the Sisters in their early years; a reception 
in the convent garden followed. 


IN ATTENDANCE were Sister M. 
Canice Werner, president of the 
Congregation of the Sisters of the 
Precious Blood, which is based in 
Dayton, Ohio, and the western regional, 
Sister Janet Wienandy. 


The Sisters of the Precious Blood have 
served in the Diocese of San Diego for the 
past 71 years. They are currently at four 
parishes — Mission San Luis Rey; St. 
Mary’s, Escondido; Blessed Sacrament 
and Our Lady of Refuge, San Diego — in 
a variety of functions, including 
administration, liturgy, pastoral ministry 
and teaching. 


They also serve at the diocesan level. 
Sister Carolyn Link, CPPS, is executive 
secretary of the Diocesan Pastoral 
Council and associate vicar for Religious. 


MEMBERS OF the CPPS 
community, ‘‘urged by the life-giving 
redemptive love of the Eucharistic 
Christ,’’ said Sister Carolyn, are ‘‘faith- 
sharing women who walk 
compassionately with those in need.”’ 


Registrar asks 
bishop to encourage 
voter registration 


SAN DIEGO — In a letter to the 
priests of the diocese, Bishop Leo T. 
Maher has asked that the pulpit and 
parish bulletins be used to encourage 
voter registration. 


The bishop sent the letter following a 
request in writing for assistance in the 
matter from Ray Ortiz, the San Diego 
County registrar of voters. 


‘“‘WE MUST impregnate the teachings 
of the Gospel into our political life, 
therefore I ask that you inform our people 
of the importance of their exercising their 
right to vote, especially those who have 
recently arrived and may not be aware of 
their full rights and responsibilities,’’ said 
the bishop. 


School voucher initiative gets bi-partisan push 


By Deacon James Steinberg 


Politically, they are normally poles 
apart. But a Democrat with impeccable 
liberal credentials and a dyed-in-the-wool 
conservative Republican have agreed on 
at least one thing and are trying to do 
something about it. They ‘are 
spearheading a bi-partisan drive to obtain 
the more than 600,000 signatures needed 
to place a school voucher initiative before 
California voters by June of 1986. 


LeRoy Chatfield, a member of former 
California governor Jerry Brown’s 
administration, and Roger Magyar, a 
former assistant to Ronald Reagan when 
the president was chief executive in 
Sacramento, are directors of Parents 
Choose Quality Education, now in its 
organizing and fund-raising stage. 


THEIR VOUCHER system would 
give every child in California a certificate 
worth at least $2,000. The vouchers 
would be used by parents to pay for the 
students’ education at any private 
(including parochial) or public school of 
their choice; the schools would then 
redeem the vouchers for cash. 


The initiative, as written, would 
protect religious and other private schools 
from ‘‘bureaucratic overregulation,’’ 
says Magyar, and ‘‘guarantees’’ larger 
vouchers for children with handicaps or 
special transportation needs. 


In almost all cases, the voucher would 


pay the full cost of educating children in 


private schools; public schools, with their . 


much higher per-pupil costs, would still 
‘‘continue to enjoy a substantial funding 
advantage over private schools by 
receiving additional money from federal, 
state and local sources,’’ he said. 


A VOUCHER system would force 
public schools, essentially a government 
‘‘monopoly,’’ to compete in the 
marketplace, says Magyar. ‘‘All 
schools,’’ he said, ‘‘will have to provide 
quality education in well-disciplined, 
drug-free, safe, cost-efficient classrooms. 
If they don’t, parents will use vouchers to 
choose better schools for their children.”’ 


And that, says Magyar, is exactly what 
the large public school lobby of teachers 
and administrators is afraid of. ‘“The 
unions know that if there’s a shift of some 
students from public to private schools, 
job security is involved; they know where 
their dues come from.”’ 


California presently has 4.2 million 
public and 570,000 private school 
students, noted Magyar, and just under 
half of the private school students — 
about 275,000 — are in Catholic 
parochial schools. There is also a large, 
non-affiliated private school sector in the 
state. 


THE TOTAL public school budget in 
California is $13.8 billion, including 
federal funding; that works out to a yearly 
per-pupil cost of about $3,300. This is 


Roger Magyar 
Needs 800,000 signatures 


more than three times the amount of what 
it costs to educate a child in the self- 
supporting Catholic school system, which 
receives no tax money at all, and which 
provides a demonstrably better 
education, he said. 


In addition, parents of private school 
children must pay tuition for exercising 
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Happy to be Catholic: Bob and Carol Lane 


By Susan Nowak 


LAKESIDE — People need ‘‘shared 
Christianity’’ in this ‘‘crazy upside-down 
world,’’ Bob and Carol Lane said. They 
are happy to have found that in several 
Church settings. 


The parents of three boys (ages 18-10) 
have found a sense of belonging at Indian 
reservations, through a community they 
formed and in Marriage Encounter. 


MRS. LANE is religious education 
director at the missions on the Sycuan, 
Barona and Viejas Indian Reservations. 
Her involvement there began innocently 
enough more than three years ago when 
she was asked to start a summer Bible 
program for children. 


“*You know how priests are — you get 
to know them and then you’re working 
for them,’’ Mr. Lane said, laughing. 
Mrs. Lane’s volunteer efforts led to the 
full-time paying job she has now. 


Mr. Lane takes his wife to the 
reservations and helps teach the 
Confirmation class there. They are 


parishioners at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help. 

THE WHOLE family works at Lane’s 
Sports Store, which is almost one year 
old. Last year, the day after Mr. Lane 
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APOSTLES MEET — Enthronements, night adoration and prayer were discussed at a 
workshop conducted Feb. 23 by the Lay Apostles of the Sacred Heart. About 50 
persons attended. Ruth Cerano (right) and Ruth Buller (left) were speakers, as was 
Msgr. Jeremiah O'Sullivan, chaplain of the Apostles. 


Bob and Carol Lane 


Parishioners at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
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turned 50, the company he had worked 25 
years for closed its San Diego branch. 
The family didn’t panic, but prayed 
together about the job loss. Now, they 
pray for their fledgling business. 

‘The way we pray together as a family 
is very natural,’’ Mrs. Lane said. When 
the family got close to several priests 


through .Marriage Encounter, they 
learned how to pray in a “‘natural’’ way, 
Mr. Lane noted. 

“I was looking for some kind of faith 
experience,’’ Mrs. Lane added, so she 
arranged to go to a Marriage Encounter 
weekend. By the late 70s, the Lanes were 
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CHAPLAINS HONORED — Rear Admiral Thomas J. Cassidy, commanding officer of 
the U.S. Naval Air Station, Miramar, greets Msgr. F. W. Meehling, one of a number of 
retired priest-chaplains honored during a special Mass and dinner Feb. 25 by the 
Balboa Assembly of the Knights of Columbus. Msgr. William Cooney looks on. 
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Viewpoint 


By Father Louis 
Copestake 


“A thin line...” 


In the previous two weeks, I have written about my views on 
magical Christianity and the lack of trust which is implied by all 
attempts to manipulate God. At this time, an example is in 
order. 

Some years ago, two parishioners were in the hopsital. The 
one was scheduled for heart surgery, the other for a 
hysterectomy. Both people were well known in my parish and we 
were all concerned. For the women who was to have a 
hysterectomy, a collection was taken up for flowers and we all 
signed a large poster. The heart patient received flowers and a 
poster also but in addition a prayer vigil was set up so that 
someone would be at prayer for this parishioner for 24 hours 
surrounding the surgery. 


I took part in the prayer vigil but I was unsure what was 
implied here. Was there some thought that more prayer was 
needed for the success of the one surgery than for the other? Did 
someone think God needed a 24-hour reminder to be on the alert 
for our heart patient? Were we confident about human powers 
when it came to hysterectomy but relying on God’s powers for 
the heart surgery? 


In pondering these implications, I decided that prayer was an 
appropriate way for me to express concern for a friend. In the 
case mentioned, it was an opportune moment for me to articulate 
my trust in God and my love for my friends, as well as my fears 
for their health. I also meditated on the fragility of life and asked 
for the strength to accept the outcome of these two operations: 
There was no thought that God might do something ‘‘extra’’ for 
my friends because of my prayers. After all, God loved these two 
far more than I did. No matter what the medical outcome, God’s 
love for them was sure. 


There is a thin line between Christianity and superstition, 
between belief in the God of Jesus and belief in magic. It is 
important that we know which side of the line we are on. It is 
equally important that we articulate our beliefs. In many 
situations I have heard people say things which I hope are not 
meant. ‘‘God is punishing you”’ is one such phrase. If God does 
punish and I don’t think He does, He has been very uneven in 
dealing with us and needs a more equitable hit list. Another, 
usually used when one doesn’t know what else to say, is “‘It’s 
God’s will.’’ This response could be named the elastic clause 
because it can be stretched in any direction and is superb for the 
Monday-morning quarterback. A well-known saying that is valid 
for both life and death situations is ‘‘If it’s your time to go, then 
‘it’s your time to go.’’ No one I know bases their life on that 
teaching, since they have physicians and watch their diet 
carefully and some even jog but still the phrase lives on. 


A minister once shared with me that his church even used to 
advise against insurance of all types, since being insured was 
tantamount to doubting God’s providence. No wonder people 
become confused and walk away from religion. They reject a god 
that never was, an idol of human making which serves the same 
purpose as a rabbit’s foot. 


It is appropriate to ask here, ‘‘What is the purpose of our 
prayer and good works?’’ Since the valid purpose cannot be to 
coerce God into loving us more, the purpose must be to open our 
hearts and minds to God. Prayer is part of my service to God, it 
is not part of God’s service to me. 


Jesus prayed in the garden shortly before His death. I have 
tried to make that prayer a model for my own, because it 
included a frank statement of Jesus’ personal preferences, as well 
as an act of surrender to God’s merciful will. This anguished 
prayer of Jesus was built on the bedrock of trust in His Father’s 
unconditional love. 


Prayer and good works don’t change God. But they can 
change us if they come from the heart. They can help us grow in 
the realization that neither death nor life can separate us from 
God’s love. 

(Last of three parts) 
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Washington Letter 


By Liz Armstrong 


The Rev. Sun Myung Moon, leader of 
the Unification Ghurch, probably would 
not normally elicit much support or 
sympathy from mainline Christians, 
including Catholics. 


His religious movement, which many 


consider a cult, has been widely alleged to ~ 


mislead and co-opt gullible young people 
into joining a shadowy organization their 
parents and clergy find unacceptable for 
numerous reasons. 


Yet religious groups are worried about 
Mr. Moon’s 1982 conviction on tax 
evasion charges because, his defenders 
assert, the decision could lead to U.S. 
government harassment and even 
persecution of other religious groups. 


According to John Biermans, a New 
York attorney working on the case, a 
friend-of-the-court brief has been filed 
with the Supreme Court by the National 
Council of Churches, Baptist and 
Presbyterian groups, the National 
Association of Evangelicals, and others. 
Specifically, one issue raised by outside 
groups in such legal documents is not the 
tax case itself but whether Mr. Moon was 
treated fairly. 


The government claims that Mr. Moon 
should have paid income taxes in 1973-75 
on approximately $112,000 in interest 
earned on a $1.6 million bank account in 
his name and on another $50,000 in 
income from stocks. Mr. Moon and the 
Unification Church contend that the 
money did not belong to Mr. Moon 
personally but was put under his control 
to use for church purposes and that he 
had, moreover, paid taxes on the portion 
of the money he used for personal needs. 


Upon conviction, Mr. Moon was fined 
$25,000 and sentenced to 18 months in 
prison. A Supreme Court decision 
whether to hear Mr. Moon’s case is 
expected later this year. 


Mr. Moon’s chief attorney in the high 
court case is Laurence Tribe, a Harvard 
University law professor known for 
supporting issues ranging from federally 
funded abortions to stopping nuclear 
power plant construction and ending a 
Massachusetts law that allowed churches 
to veto liquor licenses. 


The Moon conviction is ‘‘the most 
significant threat to religious freedom in 
the United States in many decades’’ and 
“‘represents religious persecution by the 
government, with the IRS (Internal 
Revenue Service) at the helm,’’ Tribe 
said. ‘‘If the government succeeds, the 
threat to churches will jeopardize virtually 
every religious group.”’ 


Jesuit Father Virgil Blum, president of 
the Catholic League for Religious and 
Civil Rights, which was considering filing 
its own brief in support of Mr. Moon’s 
appeal, said the fundamental question in 
the case is religious freedom. 


“Tf there is no religious freedom for ° 


Rev. Moon — who is widely hated and 
his movement widely feared — _ the 
religious freedom of all churches is 
seriously threatened,’’ Father Blum said 
recently. 


Father Blum said that church leaders 
concerned about the Moon case believe 


“that under the First Amendment a 


church has the right to decide how to 
organize itself, expend its funds and 
allocate its administrative 
responsibilities.’ 


Father, Blum pointed out that many 
churches hold property in the name of a 
church official. ‘‘Mainline religious 
groups have no sympathy for Rev. Moon, 
but they feel great distress at the breach of 
his religious liberty,’’ said Father Blum. 
“If (Mr.) Moon’s religious liberty can be 
breached by the IRS, so can that of other 
religious groups in which bishops, pastors 
or church leaders exercise sole control of 
funds.”’ 


From the 


Bishop 


By Most Rev. 
Leo T. Maher 


Pastoral Letter on 
Ministry to Disabled People 


“Open the doors to the Redeemer.’’ These were the historic 
words of our beloved Pope John Paul II when in early 1983 he 
invited the whole Church to celebrate a Jubilee Year, the 1950th 
anniversary of the Redemption. ‘‘Open the Doors’’ are words of 
great significance to millions of disabled Catholics, for in recent 
years doors have been opening wider, enabling people with 
disabilities to participate more fully in the life of the Church and 
the total community. In the Diocese of San Diego, we have 
opened a new door to the disabled persons. in opening ‘‘Noah 
Homes’’, providing residential care for the developmentally 
disabled people. This new home is in addition to St. Madeleine 
Sophie Training Center. 


This increased opportunity for participation stems markedly 
from the issuance, on November 16, 1978, of the Pastoral Statement 
of U.S. Catholic Bishops on Handicapped People. Beautifully and 
powerfully this document challenged the Church to open itself to 
the gifts and needs of persons with disabilities. In the five years’ 
since this pastoral statement was promulgated, many of the 
parishes in our Diocese have risen to this challenge. Supported 
by the Diocesan Office of Services for Disabled People, thirteen 
parishes have adapted religious education and sacramental 
preparation for mentally retarded and developmentally disabled 
persons; three parishes interpret the Sunday Liturgy in sign 
language for their hearing impaired parishioners; six parishes 
provide transportation for disabled persons to and from church 
sporisored activities; and many church facilities have been 
modified architecturally, allowing access by physically disabled 
persons. 


Much has been accomplished, but much remains to be done. 
Catholics with disabilities are anxious to be a part of their 
Church’s renewal. Every parish should have ministry with 
disabled people. This will happen when each parish designates 
personnel to actively seek out disabled people, to welcome them 
as our brothers and sisters, and involve them in the liturgical, 
educational and social life of the parish. Disabled people and 
their families should have input into how the parish may better 
meet their needs as well as opportunities to share their gifts 
within the parish. 


As Catholics we are preeminent in our defense of life. That 
conviction must lead us to work for quality of life for disabled 
people on all levels: housing, employment, education and faith 
development. We are called to serve as advocates for and with 
our brothers and sisters who have disabilities whenever their 
rights are violated. 


All of us are one in Christ and have the rights and 
responsibilities that go with that dignity. Part of the obligation of 
non-disabled persons is to recognize the dignity, the personhood 
of people with disabilities, by opening wide to them the doors of 
the Church so that all can partake of each other’s gifts and share 
each other’s needs. We must minister to each other until we are 
united in the fullness of the Father, for: 


“‘We all struggle with life. We must carry on this struggle 
in a spirit of mutual love, inspired by Christ’s teaching that 
in serving others we serve the Lord Himself (CF. Mt. 
25-40). In doing so, we build a community of 
interdependent people and discover the kingdom of God in 
our midst.”’ 
(Pastoral Statement of U.S. Catholic 
Bishops on Handicapped People) 
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Our Christian Way of Life 


_ By Enid Lanyon 


In our little prayer group we follow the half hour or so 
of petitional prayer with readings of the coming Sunday. 
We discuss the theme and then comment on whatever 
might have struck us in a personal way about the readings 
and how they may be applied to us individually. Although 
we are quite serious in our intent, we are not solemn and 
there is always laughter and a touch of teasing at each 
other’s expense. 


The humor is a measure of our acceptance of each other 
and the lack of threat which makes it possible to expose 
deeper feelings in the realization that when we laugh, it is 
not at each other but with each other. It is often surprising 
how many of our “‘secret’’ feelings or problems are 
common to others. 


SEVERAL WEEKS ago we had a lot of fun with the 
moral implications of breaking the civil law and last week 
shocked each other with variations on the theme of loving 
one’s enemies, and doing good to those who hate one. 
This points up the harder part of being Christian because 
often it strikes at our deepest insecurities. 


Of course, the word ‘‘enemies”” needs some explication 
so that we do not mire ourselves in the problems of loving 
Germans or Russians or Syrians and so on at the same 
time as we are killing them. Enemies do not exist only in 
times of war and may encompass anyone who assaults our 
personal security or attacks the principles we hold dear. 
They almost certainly include people who are in some 
way different from us because they, simply by being who 


Talks with Parents 


By Dolores Curran 


Who 


I met a mother recently who is a wreck because her 
firstborn is approaching 16 and his driver’s license. She 
has visions of his unlimited freedom, reckless driving, and 
long nights waiting for him to come home safely. All 
parents worry about these things, of course, but it’s easy 
to see that she views the driver’s license as his freedom 
instead of hers. 


Next to potty training and first grade, the driver’s 
license is God’s greatest gift to mothers. The new driver is 
so eager to drive that any errand is welcome. To be freed 
from running the after-school shuttle is true liberation. 
To run out of milk ten minutes before a meal is no longer 
a calamity. Waiting outside dusky gyms for young 
athletes becomes a memory. 


LIKE EVERYTHING in parenthood, the driver’s 
license has its plusses and drawbacks. I prefer looking at 
the plusses because the drawbacks make themselves 
known. And there are ways of dealing with them. 


We need to realize that in our culture, the driver’s 
license is our rite of passage. Unlike some cultures, we 
don’t initiate our young into adulthood witha ceremony. 
The car keys are their keys to responsibility and freedom. 
They’re no longer bound to home and tied to parents’ 
availability to get out. They are free, but within limits, of 
course. 


The Sacred Liturgy 


By Father Charles E. Miller, C.M. 


The 


The altar is the most ancient and sacred of. Christian 
furnishings. Its place is central in the church, since upon 
it is celebrated the Eucharist, the heart of our faith as 
Catholics. The altar is the only essential piece of furniture 
for the Mass, and any place where Mass is celebrated 
properly on-even the least pretentious of temporary altars 
becomes a church. 


Wooden tables were used in the homes where the 
Eucharist was celebrated on Sundays during the first 
three centuries of the Christian era. Some misinformed 
people insist that the idea of a table should be rejected, 
since it implies only a communion service, while the term 
altar indicates a place where sacrifice takes place. It is 
surely time for us to rest in the firm tradition of the 
Church that there is no conflict between the Mass as a 
sacrifice and the Mass as a meal. During the first four 
centuries of our religion the Greek fathers of the Church 
sometimes used the term table and sometimes the term 
altar for the structure upon which the Eucharist was 
celebrated. The Latin fathers followed much the same use 
of terms. 


THE PRACTICE of having stone altars rather than 


they are, call into question what we are, and that can be 
threatening. 

Very few of us are mature enough or — for that matter 
— aware enough in our confidence in ourselves and the 
beliefs that underlie the way we perceive our world and 
other people, to be able to accept difference and dissent 
with equilibrium and objectivity. The resentment and 
possible anger we feel in such circumstances is certainly 
not a manifestation of love, although we are reluctant to 
define it as hatred. 


BUT WHAT can we call the attitude that leads us to 
deny others the right to human feeling and needs just 
because they are different and therefore, we imagine, 
outside our experience? There may be no real malice in 
our hearts, but there is denial. Even the kindest and 
‘‘nicest’’ of us slip into a moment of surprise that ‘‘they”’ 
— whose color or religion or politics or life-style are not 
our own — might think and feel as we do and even 
experience the same need for love and acceptance devoid 
of patronization or pretense. 


Having been raised in colonial Africa, for instance, I 


- am well aware of how readily even the good-hearted can 


fall into the trap of mentally dehumanizing those whose 
culture and traditions they do not understand or are 
ignorant of, for one reason or another. With the best of 
intentions, they may inflict real hardship on people who 
neither deserve nor have the means to redress it. 


owns the family 


And there’s the secret — establishing limits and 


- attitudes long before they are 16. They may have a license 


to drive but parents still control the conditions if they 
don’t abdicate in this area. I’ve found in my work with 
families that the car plays a pivotal role in family 
dynamics. There are more arguments over use of the car 
than almost any other object. 


SOME FAMILIES allow driving to interfere with an 
otherwise harmonious family life, constantly arguing over 
the rights of young drivers. Eventually, many get tired of 
arguing and give up, allowing the young unlimited 
freedom. 


So when I interviewed healthy families for my book, 
Traits of a Healthy Family, I asked them about driving 
and car use. I found they developed some rules useful to 
all families. Here is a collection of those rules: 


e The car is not a toy. If it’s used for play, the driver is 
too childish to use it. 


e The car is not a ticket to freedom. The same rules on 


curfew, friends, and behavior hold as in the pre-license ~ 


era. 
© Use of the car is by permission only. 
e Adolescents who have been chauffeured to and from 


Who is my brother, my sister? 


We who are Christian may do equally as much harm in 
our tendency to judge and ‘‘cut off’’ those who seem to us 
to be breaking the moral law. We are far more likely to 
turn such people away from Christ than lead them to 
change their ways by the harsh rejection of them that 
makes us feel so virtuous. The simple truth is, of course, 
that none of us is qualified to judge another..We do not 
have the mind of God and are definitely not without 
culpability ourselves. 


ALTHOUGH WE are all moved by Jesus’ absolution 
of the woman about to be stoned, we seldom see ourselves 
as the ones holding the stones. But hold them we do, and 
cast them we do — even while we are hoping that Jesus 
will be around when we fall victim ourselves! 


We are always trying to modify the words of Jesus, to 
make Christianity more comfortable for ourselves. We 


are, I suppose, all publicans at heart and would much ~ 


prefer to find in His commands a source of self- 
congratulation rather than rebuke. But the truth is much 
easier to accept when we can share it in community, with 
humor and acknowledgment that none of us is a stranger 
to failure. The pilgrim way is one of stops and starts, falls 
and risings again but most of all, of loving and forgiving. 


So we do not have to feel defensive over past failings; 
we can laugh at them and pull the string so that they will 
become steps forward rather than backward and if we 
have not yet loved our enemies, we may then be better 
able to do so. 


car? 


activities will assume a share of chauffeuring and waiting 
for younger siblings. 


e Traffic tickets and other evidences of careless driving 
indicate the young driver is not ready to assume 
responsibility and foretell curtailment of driving 
privileges. 

e Parents will not ‘‘fix’’ tickets or pay for damage 
inflicted by careless driving. © 


© Car upkeep, particularly gas and cleanliness, belong 
to the drivers. 


e If the driver’s license brings with it unacceptable 
behavior in the family or toward school, it’s the parents’ 
responsibility to invalidate it until that behavior becomes 
acceptable. 


e (I’ll repeat my rule): Anyone who can’t work a 
stove, washer, dryer, lawn mower and snow shovel has no 
business working a complicated piece of machinery like a 
car. 


These aren’t harsh rules but reasonable ones. Some 
families sit down with their 15-year-olds and go through 
them together before the young person ‘takes driving 
lessons. If he or she objects, then the parents postpone 
permission to even learn to drive. 


center of the liturgy 


wooden ones seems connected with the celebration of the 
Eucharist at or near the tomb of a saint in the catacombs. 
When freedom was granted by Constantine permanent 
church buildings were erected and the altar was 
frequently built over the saint’s tomb. Later it became the 
custom to place a relic of a saint in a cavity in the top of 
the altar. Until the Middle Ages it was an inviolable law 
that there could be but one altar in each church since the 
altar represented Christ, the victim of sacrifice. For many 
centuries, too, the altar was free-standing so that Mass 
could be celebrated facing the people. The renewed 
liturgy returns us to the pristine practice of a single, free 
standing altar. 


During the Middle Ages altar rails were introduced. 
The purpose of these rails was not to provide a support for 
the communicants to lean against when they knelt to 
receive communion, but to protect the altar from abuse 
and irreverence at a time when rowdiness was usual, even 
in church. It should be realized that for over 1,000 years 
the normal posture during the Eucharist and even when 
receiving communion was that of standing. Only in the 
13th century did the custom of kneeling come into fashion 


in connection with the introduction of the practice of 
elevating the host and the chalice after the consecration. 


The altar is covered with a cloth, usually white. 
Candles are required and may be placed either on the 
altar or around it. The candles should not block the view 
of what is happening at the altar. A cross is required and 
may be placed either on the altar or near it. All 
extraneous material should be carefully kept off the altar 
out of reverence for this sacred structure. All who come 
before the altar bow out of respect and the priest in 
addition kisses the altar when he first approaches it and 
when he leaves at the end of Mass. 


THE OFFICIAL rite for the dedication of an altar 
gives us this beautiful summary: ‘‘The Christian altar is a 
unique altar on which the sacrifice of the cross is 
perpetuated in mystery throughout the ages until Christ 
comes, and it is a table at which the Church’s children 
gather to give thanks to God and to receive the Body and 
Blood of Christ. The altar is the center of the thanksgiving 
which the Eucharist accomplishes and around which the 
Church’s other rites are arrayed.” 
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LAL ME, 


By Tracy Early 


NEW YORK (NC) — The U.S. Census Bureau says 
the congressional district of the South Bronx is the poorest 
in the country. 

It became a national symbol of urban devastation when 
President Jimmy Carter and presidential campaigner 
Ronald Reagan visited. 


BUT PEOPLE for Change, a grassroots organizing 
group funded by the Campaign for Human 
Development, is giving South Bronx residents a sense of 
their power to change conditions through unified efforts. 


Moving people from ‘‘victims’’ to ‘‘architects of their 
own future’’ is the key to the group’s efforts, says Father 
Neil Connolly, New York archdiocesan episcopal vicar 
for the South Bronx and chairman of People for Change’s 
governing board. 


‘‘We respond to the situation here by trying to develop 
the human spirit,’’ he said. 


USING A computer analogy, he said government 
programs tend to deal with the ‘‘hardware’’ of buildings 
and other tangible things, while the Catholic Church’s 
efforts through the Campaign for Human Development 
focus on the ‘‘software’’ of developing the inner capacities 
of people. 

People for Change is directed by Angel Garcia, a 1979 
Princeton graduate whose family came to the South 
Bronx from Puerto Rico when he was a child. 


He was employed by the New York Archdiocese to 
work on fundraising programs when he became a 
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Card. Bernardin hits 
confession decline 


ROME (NC) — To help stem the decline in Catholics 
going to confession, the Church should stress ‘‘an 
appreciation of the sacrament of reconciliation as an 
encounter with the forgiving Christ,’’ said Cardinal 


Joseph Bernardin of Chicago. 


Among the reasons for the decline, Cardinal Bernardin 
said, are a consumerism in which material values seem 
more important than spiritual ones and a ‘“‘lack of 
appreciation of the sacrament as an encounter with 
Christ.”’ 


MANY PEOPLE, including priests, “do not 
understand fully the sacramentality of the Church. 
Sacraments are encounters with Christ, not symbolic 
rituals,’’ said Cardinal Bernardin. 


The cardinal was in Rome to attend a meeting of the 
Council of the General Secretariat of the Synod of 
Bishops. The council met to draft an outline for the final 
document of the 1983 synod on penance and 
reconciliation. 


The outline incorporates what the synod delegates 
proposed at the end of the synod when they made 
recommendations on three themes: the absence of a sense 
of sin in society, the sacrament of reconciliation and 
structural sin in the world. 

IMPLEMENTING THE 1983 synod should include 
tressing the sacramental nature of penance and 
reconciliation, the cardinal said. 
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HOMESTEADING — Residents gather on the snow- 
covered roof of their low-income volunteer 
reconstruction project on New York’s Lower East Side. 


‘People for Change’ reviving life in the South Bronx 


NC photo 
The twin towers of the World Trade Center are in the 
(left) background. 
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volunteer with People for Change ‘‘because my mother 
told me to.’’ Later he joined the staff, and when the board 
was looking for a new director, Garcia got the job. 


A STAFF of six, mostly paid from a total annual 
budget of $91,000, works from ground-floor rooms in a 
housing project, which it occupies rent-free through the 
help of a priest from the project’s sponsoring parish. 


In the South Bronx, where arson and vandalism have 
created a landscape so filled with rubble-strewn lots and 
gutted buildings that visitors think of Berlin after World 
War II, the problems are overwhelming. 


Garcia does not think People for Change is the whole 
answer, but he finds people gaining a new sense of 
confidence from its successes. 


“TF ANYONE had said a year ago that the police 
commissioner would have to listen to me and respect my 
opinion as a community leader, I would have said they’re 
crazy,’’ he said. But last April, 12 People for Change met 
with the commissioner at police headquarters. 


The organization’s annual Unity Conference in 1982 
had placed improved police protection at the top of its list 
of objectives. Partly as a result of the meeting with the 
commissioner, they could note signs of progress one year 
later: added police patrols in several areas, many street 
corners cleared of open drug pushing, and a formal 
liaison established with the Bronx police commander. 


A subway station in the area was burned in 1976. The 
fire damage and subsequent vandalism made access 
difficult and encouraged muggers. The booth where 
subway tickets were sold was closed. The Transit 
Authority always claimed it did not have money for 
repairs until People for Change began a campaign to get 
the station repaired, Garcia said. The Transit Authority 
made the needed repairs. 


THE FRUIT of such a campaign, said Father 
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Connolly, lies not only in concrete results, but also in self- 
education of people about their elected officials, how 
bureaucracies work and how changes come. 


‘‘Such gains might be considered modest in suburbia, 
but here they are major,’’ he said. 


Jobs were identified as the primary concern at the 1983 
Unity Conference. Garcia said the shift in emphasis came 
because an industrial park is being developed in the South 
Bronx, and People for Change wants businesses which 
come in to profit from the tax breaks, and other incentives 
being offered to guarantee some jobs and training for 
local residents. 


FATHER CONNOLLY traced the origins of People 
for Change to 1976, when the archdiocese divided the 
Bronx into four vicariates and he was named South Bronx 
vicar. 


‘‘Our theory,’’ he said, ‘‘was that unless the people got 
involved, the problems wouldn’t go away. The churches 
could do things for individuals, but unless the people took 
up the fight, there would be no basic change.”’ 

People for Change was officially started in 1979, he 
said, and it now has about 150 activists in nine parish 
groups. ; 
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By Joe Michael Feist 
NC News Service 


The young man’s grip tighten- 
ed around the rough wood. He 
strained noticeably as he lifted 
the crossbeam, then rested it on 
his shoulder. Slowly he began 
the long trek through the narrow 
streets of his neighborhood. 

On both sides of the man, 
soldiers prodded and shoved. 
Behind them, several women 
cried softly. 

Soon the weight bore down on 
the cross bearer and he stumbled 
and fell. As he did so, the crowd 
following the man paused and 
meditated on the scene of 
suffering. 
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This very physical re-enactment 
of the Way of the Cross is 
repeated dozens of times in 
Mexican-American parishes 
throughout the southwestern 
* United States each Lent. The pro- 
cession is a reminder that Lent is 
a time of pilgrimage, a journey of 
faith. 

In many ways, however, 
Hispanics in the United States are 
part of a constant pilgrimage. In 
fact, the unofficial theme of a 


1977 national assembly — an 
“encuentro”’ — of U.S. Hispanic 
Catholics was “‘un pueblo en 
marcha,”’ translated as ‘‘a people 
on the move.” . 

“‘(Hispanics) have not arrived. 
That is our blessing and our 
challenge,”’ said Father Virgilio 
Elizondo, a theologian and presi- 
dent of the Mexican-American 
Cultural Center in San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Father Elizondo sees a parallel 
between Lent, a time when peo- 
ple strive to move to a new point 
in their lives, and the position of 
Hispanics today. 

“We are still on the move for 
our own identity in the United 
States, on the move as to what it 
means to integrate without losing 
our cultural identity, on the 
move as to what it means to be 
Catholic,’ Father Elizondo said. 

He compared the Old Testa- 
ment story of the Israelites 


Lent — that season of pilgrimage — is an invita- 
tion to expand horizons, to grow, to move forward. 
Father Virgilio Elizondo believes that Hispanics in the 
United States are a pilgrim people in many ways. 
And, he feels, there’s an excitement in the journey. 


wandering in the desert to the 
searching of Hispanics today, say- 
ing that “‘in this context, there is 
a sense of excitement about 
moving.” 

The “‘blessing’’ of not yet hav- 
ing arrived, suggested Father 
Elizondo, is that once a person 
feels he has no journey to make, 
he is overcome by complacency 
and ceases to grow. 
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Hispanic Catholics in the 
Southwest often undertake 
pilgrimages to the Shrine of 
Nuestra Senora de San Juan del 
Valle in the Rio Grande Valley of 
Texas. They do so because of a 
promise they’ve made or as a 
sign of devotion to the Virgin 
Mary. 

For example, a pregnant 
woman may make a “‘promesa,”’ 
or promise, to journey to San 
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Juan if her baby is healthy. 

Often, an entire parish or 
neighborhood joins in a 
pilgrimage. 

It is the journey itself, rather 
than the arrival, which takes on 
meaning and importance. ‘The 
getting there is what’s exciting,” 
stated Father Elizondo. 

Said the theologian, the 
pilgrimage is a ‘‘symbolic reflec- 
tion of our deepest life ex-’ 
periences, a cultic celebration of 
our daily life struggle.” 

Migrant farmworkers and Cen- 
tral American refugees are others 
in the midst of a journey, both 
symbolic and actual. 

“The Way of the Cross is being 
lived daily,’ said Father Elizondo. 
“For many. people, life is one of 
coming and going.”’ 

During Lent, Father Elizondo 
believes, all Catholics are remind- 
ed of their passing state. Life is a 
journey and we must make the 
most of each step. 

“A pilgrimage is not a vacation 
trip,’ added the Texas priest. 
“You experience suffering and 
doubts. But there’s an assurance 
of the outcome because of our 
faith.” 


(Feist is an associate editor of 
Faith Today.) 
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By Katharine Bird 
NC News Service 


As the man walked into his 
home, he heard angry voices 
upstairs. He couldn’t make out 
the words but then he didn’t 
need to: he knew. His wife and 
daughter were arguing about the 
disreputable state of. the 
daughter’s bedroom. 

The same scene had been 
repeated every weekend for the 
past year. 

Distressed, the man stood in- 
decisively in the hall. Then his 
wife came angrily down the stairs. 

Eventually the man went up to 
his daughter's room and found 
what he expected — chaos, a 
jumble of toys and clothes piled 
high. Now he too felt angry. 

As always, the scene ended in 
an impasse with everyone 
thoroughly upset. The family felt 
caught in a troublesome pattern 
that kept repeating itself. But they 
didn’t know how to change it. 

Does that scenario sound 
familiar? Though it seems incredi- 
ble that the same kinds of ten- 
sions can be repeated week after 
deadly week, according to 
psychologists people tend to 
pedal fast rather than change 
their established routines. By and 
large, the prospect of personal 
change is frightening. 

As psychologist Howard 
Bregman of Arlington, Va., said, 
people will put up with an “‘as- 
tounding”’ level of discomfort to 
avoid change. No matter how un- 
comfortable they are, it’s “easier 
dealing with what’s known than 
with the unknown,” added the 
marriage and family counselor. 

People resist, the counselor said, 
because every personal change 
“involves a tradeoff. You have to 
give up something to get 
something.” 

He offered the example of the 
alcoholic who says he can’t quit 
drinking or ‘‘he’ll lose his wife.” 
Explaining the seeming contradic- 
tion in the man’s statement, Breg- 
man said the alcoholic often finds 
a protective shield in alcohol. But 
then, having developed a rather 
poor way of thinking about 
himself, he’s afraid to stop drink- 
ing and face himself. He may 
regard himself 
as ‘“worthless.”’ 

Yet, despite 
people’s reluc- 
tance, psycho- 
logists and 
religious lead- 
ers alike em- 
phasize that 
change is an 


Personal change — 
easier said than done 


important human task. And 
it is possible. 

Bregman commented that peo- 
ple have to change throughout 
life or they begin living in the 
past. The major religions 
recognize this need, finding a 
time in their yearly cycle to focus 
on self-evaluation and the poten- 
tial for personal change. 

For Christians, he added, Lent 
provides an opportunity “‘to 
assess relationships to God, to 
other persons and to the world.” 

In Bregman’s experience, it is 
often a crisis that forces a person 
to take steps to change an 
established pattern. A crisis may 
stem from a variety of sources. 
Sometimes, he added, “‘It in- 
volves the risk of.a loss,’’ such as 
a spouse threatening to leave an 
unhappy marriage. 

What about the family that 
argued over the state of their 
child’s room? In that case the 
husband and wife decided a 
change was necessary and sought 
professional help. 

Making a decision to seek 
change is only the first step. 
Bregman stressed that much more 
will be needed — including sup- 
port and encouragement from 
others. Some people are so un- 
forgiving of themselves that they 
consider “‘any small failure a total 
failure,” he said. That in itself can 
get in the way of personal change. 


(Ms. Bird is an associate editor 
of Faith Today.) 
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Breathing new life into those dried up bones 


By Father John Castelot 
NC News Service 


God’s people were in exile in 
Babylon. They had no hope of 


ever getting home again. The pro- 


phet Ezekiel was hard-pressed to 
keep the Israelites’ hopes alive. 

In fact, Ezekiel needed to have 
his own hopes bolstered. They 
were bolstered when he was 
favored with an encouraging vi- 
sion, the vision of the dry bones. 

In his vision, Ezekiel describes 
the Lord leading him into the 
center of a vast plain. It is lit- 
tered with human bones — dry, 
scattered, utterly lifeless. 

Ezekiel hears the Lord asking 
him: “Son of man, can these 
bones come to life?’ To this 
Ezekiel could only reply: “Lord 
God, you alone know that.” 

The Lord told Ezekiel to pro- 
phesy over the bones, saying, 
“Dry bones, hear the word of 


the Lord!” As the prophet watch- 
ed, the bones started to come 
together, clickety-clack, clickety- 
clack. Soon they were covered 
with sinew and flesh, but remain- 
ed lifeless. 

Once again the Lord told 
Ezekiel to prophesy in his name 
with the words, ‘““From the four 
winds come, O spirit, and 
breathe into these slain that they 
may come to life.’’ Ezekiel did as 
he was told and suddenly a wind 
sprang up, symbol of the creative 
spirit of the Lord. 

The wind brought life to the 
skeletons and soon a vast army 
stood at attention in the plain. 
Then God reproved the people 
for losing hope and saying, “Our 
bones are dried up, our hope is 
lost and we are cut off.” 

He entrusted Ezekiel with a 
reassuring promise: ‘“O my people, 
I will open your graves and have 
you rise from them and bring you 


back to the land of Israel.’ 

Ezekiel’s vision conveys a 
message. Neither as a people nor 
as individuals need we ever give 
up hope. God can go as far as 
the grave to recreate us. Raisirig 
his son from the dead was 
assurance of this. 

Matthew’s Gospel speaks of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection in a 
way that recalls Ezekiel’s vision: 
“Suddenly...the earth quaked, 
boulders split, tombs opened. 
Many bodies of the saints who 
had fallen asleep were raised: 
After Jesus’ resurrection they 
came forth from their tombs and 
entered the holy city and ap- 
peared to man.” 

This is the prospect Lent holds 
out: victory over death. “I have 
promised, and I will do it, says 
the Lord.” 

It means that Lent is a season 
of hope, of promises. It points to 
the possibilities for new life. 
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q By Patricia Davis 


NC News Service 


Someone said that because of © 
recent discoveries and because of . 
the power of modern communica- 
tions, 20th century Christians 
know more about the church of 
the first century than did the 
Christians of the second century. 

Scholars have been learning 
more and more about how the 
first members of the church lived 
and thought. In recent decades, 
the church’s roots have been 
closely scrutinized. 

In light of that, as we begin 
another Lent, it is only natural to 
wonder how Christians in the 
first years after the death and 


the season of Lent. The surpris- 
ing answer is, they didn’t. 

The first Christians focused on 
the first day of the week, the 
Lord’s day, for their celebration 
of God’s victory over death. 
Each Sunday was — and is — a 
“little Easter.”’ 

Only later did a special annual 
celebration of Christ's passion, 
death and resurrection come to 
be observed. ; 
“As the numbet.of believers: — 
grew, Easter became the logical 
date for their initiation into the 
community of the church. 

To prepare those about to be 
baptized in the early church for 
this ‘‘most blessed of all nights,” a 
period of fasting — originally just 
a couple of days or a week — 


bones 


But to be truly one with 
Christ, people must follow along 


or the same path he did. And during 

e Lent people can look for the oc- 
casions when they gain some 

; understanding of what dying and 


receiving new life might mean. 
Most people have some ex- 
perience of failure, for instance. 
a Or they go through a period 
: when they are depressed and not 
feeling good about themselves. 
No matter how hard they try, 
they can’t shake this feeling of 
failure or of being depressed. 
Then later, after they become 
id more hopeful about themselves 
once again, they may feel it took 
some activity on God’s part to 
ds pull them out of it. They may 
realize a little better what Ezekiel 
was talking about in his wonder- 
ful and hopeful vision. 


Av 


to (Father Castelot teaches at St. 
John’s Seminary, Plymouth, Mich.) 


Lent beyond 
the ashes 


resurrection of the Lord observed 


and learn to substitute grains for 


was observed. But by the fourth 
century the preparation time had 
been lengthened to 40 days. It 

later came to be known as Lent, a 
word meaning “‘spring.”’ 

Our time has seen the restored 
Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults. Now Lent is again ex- 
perienced as the great retreat in 
the church, when Catholics can 
be with and support those who 
are preparing for baptism at 
Easter. - i 

And we remember our own 
baptism. 

The first word spoken to me : 
when I am marked with ashes at 
the beginning of Lent sets the 
tone of the season. ‘‘Remember,”’ 
the minister says, and the word 
echoes down the 40 days. 


The Gospel for Ash Wednesday 
names the practices which mark | 
all of Lent: prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving. 

—Prayer. Matthew’s Gospel 
reminds us that prayer’s purpose 
is not applause. Rather, prayer is 
for the eyes of God ‘“‘who sees 
what is hidden.’? Thus, each 
Christian can adapt time-tried 
Lenten disciplines to his or her 
own needs=— 3 

'—Fasting. It is not that food is 
bad. It is that food is good — 
worth sharing, worth respecting. 
Beyond the fasting that the 
whole church does, I may also 
fast daily from junk food, join 
Bread for the World or Operation 
Rice Bowl and promote ways for 
the earth’s food to be shared, 


meat. 

—Almsgiving. The practice of 
providing for the needs of others 
can take so many forms. I can 
join my parish in its monthly 
staffing of a soup kitchen. I could 
write a long letter to a friend 
who needs to hear from me. Or, 
when the U.S. day for tax returns 
arrives April 15, I could view it 
as a time to rework my personal 
budget in light of gospel 
priorities. 

All the personal and joint ac- 
tions of Lent are ways of respon- 
ding to the Ash Wednesday cry 
of the prophet Joel: “‘Return to 
me with your whole heart.” 

Each practice helps to prepare 
for the Easter 
exultation: “Re- 
joice, Jesus 
Christ...is risen!”’ 


Wu 
WZ 


= 


(Ms. Davis is 
on the staff of 
the U.S. bish- 
ops’ Committee © 
on the Laity.) 


FOOD... 


How do people change? What 
is required if people are to grow 
or expand horizons, if they are 
to resolve conflicts or decide to 
take a better course in their lives? 

The season of Lent has a way 
of raising such questions. Images 
of Lent point to a people on the 
move, people taking steps that 
will change their lives: 

—There is the image of the 
Israelite people and how they 
moved out of slavery and toward 
the land promised them — a 
story repeated every year in the 
church on the eve of Easter. 

—There is the Lenten image 
drawn from Christianity’s early 
centuries, when those who in- 
tended to become members of 
the church took a series of final 
steps toward baptism on Easter. 

Lent is a time when Christians 
ponder their own “‘pilgrimages.” 
It is a time when Christians think 
about the fact that change — 
conversion, transformation, new 
life — is possible. They consider 
the ways personal life, relation- 
ships, communities, even a 
tension-filled world, can be 
renewed. 

Pope John Paul II often talks 
about the potential for change. 
Often this comes up when he 
discusses peacemaking. Typically 
he analyzes both the obstacles to 
peace and the necessary ingre- 
dients of peace. 

Undoubtedly a large percentage 
of the population would like to 


...for GiscuUSSION 


1. There are many ways in 
which people can be on 
pilgrimage — on the move within 
their lives and directing their 
energies toward worthwhile 
goals. For many people the 
pilgrimage might entail growth, 
transformation, conversion. What 
makes these pilgrimages difficult? 
What attitudes help move these 
pilgrimages forward? 


2. What role can other people 
play as you pursue a worthwhile 
goal in life? 


3. How do you see the mean- 
ing of Lent? 


4. Almsgiving — providing for 
others’ needs — is a traditional 
Lenten practice. How many ways 
can you think of in which 
almsgiving in the broadest sense 
of the term can be practiced dur- 
ing Lent? 
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...for thought 


undertake a peacemaking 
pilgrimage in some area of life. 

“Peace has many different 
forms,” the pope said this year. 
“There is peace between nations, 
peace in society, peace between 
citizens, peace between religious 
communities, peace within 
undertakings, neighborhoods, 
villages and, especially, peace in- 
side families.” 

But fatalism is an obstacle to 
peacemaking. Discouragement is 
an obstacle. 

Courage, the pope said, is a 
necessary ingredient of 
peacemaking. Among other ingre- 
dients of a peacemaking 
pilgrimage is the willingness to 
believe that peace is possible, he 
often says. 

Justice, respect for the rights of 
others, dialogue and love pro- 
mote peace, he believes. 

But to be peacemakers, people 
need to change — to be 
transformed. What is needed, 
says the pope, is a “‘new heart.” 

The list of ingredients for a 
peacemaking pilgrimage — or for 
making any worthwhile improve- 
ment in life — could grow very 
long. Patience, hard work and 
prayer might be included. True 
understanding of the situation in 
need of change might be 
mentioned. 

How do people expand 
horizons, resolve conflicts and 
grow? It is a matter to ponder 
during Lent. 


SECOND HELPINGS 


“The New Testament as Per- 
sonal Reading,” edited by Ronan 
Drury. The short, reflective 
chapters in this book take the 
reader on a personal journey 
with Scripture. One writer, Sean 
Freyne, speaks here of Mark’s 
Gospel. It presents ‘“‘real life 
people, capable of engaging us, 
the readers, in their tensions and 
struggles, yet also challenging us 
to see things differently,” he 
states. Another writer, Sister 
Josephine Newman, speaks of 
the journey of growth in life that 
a Christian takes. God’s mystery, 
“imprinted in the human heart, is 
encountered in and through the 
journey of one’s self as it strug- 
gles to awaken and respond to 
the call of that presence within,” 
she writes. The articles in this 

_ book appeared first in The Fur- 
row, an Irish journal. (Templegate 

Publishers, 302 E. Adams St., 

Springfield, Ill. 62705. 1983. 

$6.95.) 
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CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR 


John the Baptizer tells 
the people to change 


John knew that 
Jesus, the Messiah, 
would soon be 
coming. He told 
the crowds to 
be ready. ‘Re- 
pent,’ John said. 
‘Reform your lives.’ . 


By Janaan Manternach 
NC News Service 


“T can hardly believe what that 
wild man called me!”’ the well- 
dressed man gasped. ““No one 
ever dared speak to me like that 
in all my life.”’ 

Joshua was deeply hurt. He 
was angry; and, he thought, with 
good reason. He was standing 
beside the Jordan River. In fact, 
he had his shoes off and was 
ready to step into the gently 
moving waters. He was going to 
be baptized by an unusual man 
named John, whose nickname 
was “‘the baptizer.”’ 

John glared at Joshua and his 
friends. They were powerful. 
They had come all the way to 
Galilee to see this strange man 
everyone was excited about. 
Now Joshua wished he had 
stayed home. 

John pointed right at Joshua 
and at the crowds: “‘You snakes! 
You brood of vipers! Change 
your lives! Don’t boast about 
your heritage. God can raise up 
children of Abraham from these 
stones. Repent! Reform your 
lives!” 

“Who is this man to tell us to 
change our lives?’’ Joshua 
thought to himself. ““My friends 
and I are probably the most im- 
portant people he has ever met! 
Who is this John? Just look how 
he dresses — a rough camel’s 
hair shirt, an old leather belt. 
People say he eats grasshoppers.” 

John the Baptizer calmed down 
a little. He then said, “‘I baptize 
with water as a sign of reform. 


was like? 


Oo 


to Joshua? 


do during Lent? 


HOW ABOUT YOU? 


CJ Some people think John the Baptist is one of the most interesting peo- 
ple in the Bible. After reading our story this week, what do you think he 


Put yourself in the shoes of Joshua in the story this week. How would 
you have felt if John the Baptist had spoken to you the way he spoke 


0 Do you know what Lent is? What special things will people in your parish 


Children’s Reading Corner 


John the Baptist stood out from the crowd. He had strong convic- 
tions. And he was courageous at encouraging people to change their lives. 
He did special things because of his love for God and for people. 


“The Christian Heroes’’ series tells some interesting stories about peo- 
ple who did special things because of love for God and people. The series 
includes books that tell of people like Joan of Arc, Damien and the lepers, 
and Tom Dooley, the jungle doctor. (Winston Press, 430 Oak Grove, Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 55403. Paperback, $1.50 each.) 


But someone will follow 
me who is still greater 
and more powerful. ’'m 
not worthy even to 
carry his sandals. 

“The one who will 
follow me will. bap- 


tize you with the Holy Spirit aed 


fire. He will separate the chaff 
from the good wheat. You'd bet- 
ter be ready!” 

“The fellow is dangerous,” 
Joshua whispered to:a friend. 
‘‘He must be one of the Zealots, 
eager to stir up.a revolution. We 
know how they hate us because 
of our friendliness with the 
Romans.” 

“Maybe so, Joshua,” his friend 
whispered back. ‘But what John 
is saying has a ring of truth to it 
also. He sounds a lot like the 
great prophets of olden times — 
Amos, Isaiah, Jeremiah. I wonder 
if the one he says is coming after 
him is the Messiah foreseen by 
the prophets.” 


Story Hour biblical quotes — 
this week from Matthew 3:1-12 
and Luke 3:18 — are para- 
phrased. 


(Ms. Manternach is the author 
of numerous catechetical books 
and articles for children.) 


Bringing Holy Communion to an 
85-year-old. shut-in in the poverty- 
ridden backwoods of southern Mis- 
souri is one way Sister Mary Claudia 
Wissman, D.C., serves God. 

Because she is a registered nurse, 
Sister Mary brings medical assistance 
to a deprived people who rarely see 
either a doctor or a hospital. She 
serves with two other sisters who are 
religious education and social services 
experts. 

Supported by a grant from the 
Catholic Church Extension Society, 
they work as a team to heal the spirit 
and bodies of people who will never 
realize the American dream. Their 


" Hanling 


aN 


work is demanding, frustrating, re- 
warding—and vital. But their team is 
too small to succeed alone. It needs 
you. 

Join us and become a member of the 
Extension Society team. Although you 
won't be present personally in the 
home missions, your impact will be felt 
in this holy effort. Together we can 
bring the word of Christ to those who 
might never hear it. 

Write for a free subscription to 
Extension magazine today and discov- 
er the difference you can make. 
Together we can achieve God's goal 
here in our own beloved country. — 


The Catholic Church 


EXTENSION Society 


35 East Wacker Drive * Chicago, Illinois (0601 
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Annulments: Mixed review... 


Continued from page 1 

There are also other books headed the 
one by Zwack currently aimed at divorced 
Catholics, noted Father Proctor. Among 
them: Divorce & Second Marriage, by 


Kevin T. Kelly; What the Church is 


Doing for Divorced and Remarried 
Catholics, by James Castelli; Annulment, 
by Rev. Terence E. Tierney; Ministry to 
Divorced Catholics and Divorced Ministry 
and the Marriage Tribunal, both by 
Father James J. Young, CSP. 


Do these books accomplish what they 
set out to do? Is the information and 
advice they give accurate? And most 
importantly, does their new consumer 
advocacy invade an area traditionally 
reserved to priests and canon lawyers? 
Father Proctor’s reaction is mixed: 


“DIVORCED PEOPLE have a right 
to reconcile themselves with the Church. 
In general, they vindicate their right by 
applying for an annulment. Part of this 
ministry of justice is encouraging people 
to vindicate their rights,’’ he said. 


But he did add a cautionary note: ‘All 
of these books try to acquaint people with 
the tribunal system and inform them 
about it. They are generally accurate, but 
there are innaccuracies and problems 
with each of them.”’ 

The San Diego diocesan tribunal 
neither endorses nor recommends any of 
the books, said Father Proctor.-But with 


Harper & Row giving Zwack’s book a 
strong push in the bookstores and in the 
media, it is getting a big readership. 

‘“‘GENERALLY SPEAKING it’s as 
accurate as anything else on the market. 
In fact, his section on the selection of 
grounds and the section on psychological 
cases is quite good. However, there are 
some difficulties,’’ said Father Proctor, 
and he listed three: 


e ‘‘His understanding of procedural 
law is defective’’; 


e ‘‘He’s writing from an advocacy 
viewpoint, and so he is overly enthusiastic 
in his estimation of how many cases are 
‘successful’ ’’; 

e ‘‘He ‘internal 


understands _ the 


forum’ badly. What he writes is certainly 


not the teaching of the Church.”’ 


Probably the biggest reservation about 
Zwack’s book is that the reader might get 
the false impression that virtually every 
divorced person can get that marriage 
annulled. ‘‘He’s been overgenerous in his 
estimation of what a successful case is,”’ 
said Father Proctor. 


The San Diégo marriage tribunal, he 
noted, accepts about 70 percent of the 
cases submitted; of these requests for 
annulment, about 90 percent are actually 
granted. 


“THE SAN Diego tribunal is 
mentioned in all of these books and 


Photo by Larry Plaster 


USD DEDICATION — Bishop Leo T. Maher poses with Mr. and Mrs. Douglas F. 
Manchester and their children Feb. 26 after dedicating the new Manchester Executive 
Conference Center at the University of San Diego. Two-year-old Ann Marie 
Manchester, held by her father, cut the ribbon; the bishop is chairman of USD’s board 


of trustees. 
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considered to be a very good tribunal,”’ 
said Father Proctor. ‘‘However, I don’t 
want to give anyone the false impression 
that we can do something that is illegal or 
impossible.”’ 

In a Jan. 26 address to the Roman 
Rota, the Church’s highest appeals 
court, Pope John Paul II said that while 
the Church defends the indissolubility of 


marriage, it also recognizes ‘‘the real and 


undeniable progress’’ made in 
psychology and psychiatry. 
THE PONTIFF carefully 


distinguished between ‘‘really- existing 
matrimony, (and) that which has only the 
appearance and was null from the 
beginning.”’ 


Fundamentalists ‘evangelizing’ Catholics on local campuses 


Continued from page 1 


approached if he or she is alone or looks 
lonely; such people do not necessarily 
suspect they are being led into a new 
religious affiliation. They are invited to a 
Bible study or a meeting. The desire for 
“friends, fun and community’’ leads 
many young people to accept the 
invitation. 

Many Catholics accept the invitation to 
Bible-study re-really: isan — 
interest in Seriptur study,”’ Sister Betty 
said. 


FUNDAMENTALIST rm other 
Protestant groups ‘‘have been at it 
(leading Bible groups) so much longer 
that they do a real good job of it,’’ she 
added. 


Eventually, perhaps at Bible studies, 
Catholics will be challenged about infant 
baptism, saints, Mary, papal infallibility, 
the Eucharist, contextual (as opposed to 
literal) Biblical interpretation and 
salvation. Young Catholics are asked if 
saved’’ and are asked to 
use the Bible to defend their beliefs. 


Most young Catholics in that position 
‘‘don’t know where to begin’’ in saying 
why they believe as they do, she noted. 


“YOU CAN overwhelm any poor 
Catholic by memorizing 10 scripture 
verses,’ Sister Betty said. Catholics 
drawn into these groups sometimes 
wonder why the Church didn’t school 
them in the Bible. 


‘It’s very impressive to see somebody 
their own age that is so sure of 
themselves, seemingly so knowledgeable 
and so articulate...It’s a very powerful 
witness,’’ she said. 


Where is the Catholic presence in all of 
this? It’s the Newman Center, which 
Father Rowland admits is ‘‘the best kept 
secret in the Church.’’ Because of the 
absence of ‘‘Catholic’’ in the name, 
Father Rowland thinks many people 
don’t realize it is a Church group. “‘If it 


LA JOLLA — All Hallows 
Academy is accepting registrations 
for the 1984-85 school year for grades 
Kindergarten through eighth. 
Kindergarten children must be five 
by Dec. 1, 1984 and first graders 
must be six by Dec. 1, 1984. For 
details, call Dominican Sister 


Kathleen Clausen, principal, for an 


459-6074 or 


appointment at 


459-3681. 


Roman Catholic 
identifiably 


were St. Jude’s 
Church’’ it would be 
Catholic, he observed. 


“‘T WOULD think the vast majority 
(of students) doesn’t even know we are 
here,’’ he said. 


Fundamentalists are well-known: 

. ssbecause they put plenty of money:behind 

apein efforts. One group has 10 ‘an: -time 

‘‘missionaries’’ at UCLA, vie say 

nothing of the budget they have,’’ Sister 
Betty noted. 


“One of the main things behind all 
these groups is funding...big money 
behind programs,”’ she said, adding that 
one church has a bus that keeps the road 
busy with ski trips and other outings for 
young adults. 


FUNDAMENTALISTS are also 
successful because many young adults 
want to believe, as the fundamentalists 
do, that things are ‘‘black and white. It’s 
safe and secure. There are pat answers for 
everything in a confusing world,’’ Sister 
Betty said. 


Sometimes it is not easy to focus on the 
gains the Newman Center makes, and to 
remember it has a well-attended daily 
Mass and a building where people can 
feel free to drop by for fellowship, she 
added. 


‘Everytime I’m confronted with it 
(fundamentalist evangelizing), I’m really 
irritated. We try to bring people to a 
deeper understanding of their faith,’’ she 
said. Meanwhile, some churches try to 
sell a ‘‘shallow’’ faith life. 


SOME FUNDAMENTALISTS say 
“if it isn’t in the Bible, it doesn’t 
matter,’’ she noted. They seem to almost 
‘pick and choose’’ where they will be 
literal in Bible interpretation. 


Sister Betty teaches a Catholic 
fundamentals class where she tries to 
highlight things she knows will be 
challenged by evangelists. The 
fundamentalist groups do have admirable 
qualities, though, the two said. 

Father Rowland admires their 
emphasis on lay leadership. Sister Betty 
likes their confident witnessing and 
evident enthusiasm. 


CATHOLICS NEED to strive for 
‘‘zeal,’’ she said. ‘‘We’re so low key 
we’re almost too low key. I don’t know 
how to get to it, but there is an energy, an 
on-fireness that evangelical Christians 


have that we don’t. We’re very laid 
back.”’ 


Happy to be Catholic: Bob and Carol Lane 


Continued from page 3 


the executive couple for the movement. 


THE EXPERIENCE was good and 
bad for the Lane children, Mr. Lane said. 
Their boys learned ‘‘great values’’ and 
experienced some ‘‘neat things’’ such as 
regular home Masses and -visits from 
foreign priests. ‘“The kids have had a real 
sense of Church they couldn’t have gotten 
by just going to Church on Sunday.”’ 


However, he admitted, some of the 
Lane’s Church involvement, especially 
Marriage Encounter, took away from 
time they should have spent with their 
children. 


The work at the Indian Missions has 
been a benefit to the Lane boys, the 
couple said. Their children have learned 
how it feels to be a minority — to find 
themselves ‘‘the only white kids’’ on the 
reservation. 


ALL THE Lanes have seen Indian 
traditions rarely accessible to non- 
Indians. Mr. Lane’s mother visited a 
mission with them and viewed a rite 
called ‘‘the blessing of the graves.”’ 


Indians have a ‘‘natural Christianity,” 
Mrs. Lane said. Their culture encourages 
them to give to one another ‘‘out of 
nothingness.’’ Even though a reservation 
may be poor, strangers of any race who 
visit are cared for. ‘‘They’ve been 
extremely kind to us,’’ Mrs. Lane said. | 


When Mr. Lane first became involved 


at the missions, he thought he’d show 
residents there ‘‘how to live.’ He has 
found the Indians do not necessarily want 
or need that. 


NATIVE AMERICANS have a great 
love of the land and a reverence for nature 
and for each other, Mrs. Lane said. The 
Judeo-Christian creation story enthralls 
them. 


In Confirmation class, the Lanes have 
tried to link the Christian idea of the Holy 
Spirit with the Indian idea of the “‘Great 
Spirit.”’ 

‘‘We’ve tried to mesh the Catholic way 
and the Indian Way,’’ Mrs. Lane said. 
Two years ago, she saw hierarchical 
support for combining the traditions. 
Catholic bishops attended a peace pipe 
ceremony at a Tekakwitha Conference, 
an annual gathering of Indian religious 
educators. 


“IT WAS very Catholic and yet very 
Indian,’’? Mrs. Lane said of the 
conference. The Lanes are training lay 
Indians to teach CCD so they can run 
their religious education program. About 
12 Native American teachers are already 
working at the missions’ CCD programs. 


Mrs. Lane was raised in Massachusetts 
with a pray-and-obey’ Catholic 
mentality.’’ She met Bob, whose faith life 
was ‘‘just kind of floating around,’’ he 
said. He had gone to Sunday school as a 
child, but did not really have a faith of his 


co“ 


He became a Catholic ‘‘just to please 
Carol’’ when he got married. 


THE MARRIAGE Encounter 
experience turned their lives around, the 
couple agreed. Through it they learned to 
communicate, and that prepared them for 
running a business together. They are 
both ‘‘strong-minded’’ and used to being 
bosses at work. 


Additionally, the couple has had to 
adjust to being with each other around the 
clock every day. ‘‘It’s probably one of the 
hardest things we’ve had to do,’’-Mr. 
Lane said. 


Marriage Encounter also led them to 
increased involvement in the Church. 
‘Being Catholic is a big part of our 
life...We’re Catholic focused,’’ Mrs. 
Lane said. They attend a weekly 
Scripture group and meet regularly with a 
Catholic community of three couples. 


SAN DIEGO — Jim Fallon has 
been named a special consultant on 
Boy Scouting by Bishop Leo T. 
Maher. He will assist Father Joseph 
Carroll and the Diocesan Committee 
for Boy Scouting. The bishop noted 


that there are about 7,000 Catholic 
Boy Scouts in the county and only 
900 are in Church-sponsored scout 
groups, and he has asked the pastors 
for their cooperation in organizing 
Scout troops in their parishes 
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Rochester diocese replaces 
its college-level seminary 


By Cindy Liebhart 
NC News Service 
The Diocese of Rochester is replacing 
its college seminary with a vocational 
‘‘house of discernment’’ for 
upperclassmen and older men, who 
would be allowed to date women while 
they decide whether to pursue studies for 
the priesthood. 


The change will allow post-college-age 
men, as well as college juniors and 
seniors, to live in a religiously oriented 
community setting and to receive 
individual guidance while they consider 
the option of priesthood, said Father 
Thomas Valenti, diocesan director of 
vocations. 


ACCORDING TO Father Valenti, the 
Becket Hall seminary will become a 
‘house of discernment’’ in September. 
At the same time, the location will be 
moved from the campus of St. John 
Fisher College to a downtown area close 
to local businesses, from which the 
diocese hopes to attract interested men. 


The distinction between a seminary 
and a house of discernment is important, 
Father Valenti said. 


‘*A seminarian is one who has publicly 
declared his decision to become a 
candidate for the priesthood,’’ he said. 
‘“‘The people who come to Becket Hall 
will all be looking at the question of 
priesthood and looking at it responsibly,”’ 
but will not yet have made a decision. 


ONCE A man has decided to pursue a 
priestly vocation, he would apply for 
admission to a graduate seminary, or 
school of theology, Father Valenti said. 


Because they are not official candidates 
for the priesthood, residents of Becket 
Hall would be allowed to date women. 


‘“‘One of the issues they will be looking 
at in this process (of discernment) will be 
emotional growth and development, 
which includes relationships with 
women,’’ Father Valenti said. With the 


help of a spiritual director, the men will 
assess ‘‘where they are in terms of those 
relationships.’’ 


THE BECKET Hall program is 
“meant to lead people through the 
necessary questions they must ask to 
make a well-informed decision on a 
spiritual basis to apply to a seminary,’’ he 
added. ‘‘Once a man has made a decision 
to enter the seminary, dating ceases.”’ 


In a story in The New York Times, 
Father James Schwartz, director of 
Becket Hall, said steady dating would be 
discouraged in favor of more casual group 
outings. 


‘“‘The students will be encouraged to 
develop significant relationships with 
both men and women,”’ Father Schwartz 
told The Times. ‘‘But if someone feels 
that dating exclusively with one person 


toward marriage or sex is OK, then 


Becket Hall is not for them.’’ 


THE PROGRAM was redesigned 
because local trends indicate that an 
increasing number of men who have 
graduated from college and have worked 
for a year or more are ‘‘seriously thinking 
about priestly ministry,’’ Father Valenti 
said. 


Last year, the diocese sent eight men to 
schools of theology, The Times reported. 
Only three of those were from the on- 
campus seminary program. The other 
five were from a vocations program in 
which the men met regularly in small 
groups for prayer and discussion, but did 
not live together. 


The new location of Becket Hall will be 
convenient for men who’ work in 
downtown Rochester. It will also be 
within easy commuting distance of area 
colleges. 


SA I 
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School voucher gets push 


Continued from page 3 


freedom of choice in addition to the taxes 
they must pay to educate other children in 
the public schools, he said. 


‘‘The public is happy enough to have 
Catholics and other private school parents 
subsidize the education of their kids, but 
they’re not willing to help us,’ said 
Magyar. He noted that if all private 
school children were to enter the public 
system, the additional cost to California’s 
tax-payers would be at least another $2 
billion. 


BUT PUBLIC school parents have as 
much to gain as their private school 
counterparts from the voucher, says 
Magyar, who is taking Parents Choose 
Quality Education to them as well as to 
California’s private school parents, 
whether religiously affiliated or not. 


‘T see this as a matter of parents 
getting back the responsibility for 
educating their children and equity of 
return on their taxes,’’ he said. ‘‘Public 
school costs are too high, services too low. 
The problem with public schools is that 
they’re monopolies — they.don’t have to 
do a good job.”’ 


The lower grades in California’s 
schools are now more than 50 percent 
minority, he said, and those same 
students in Catholic schools have levels of 
achievement 20-30 percent higher than 
those in the public schools — and they are 
being educated for one-third less, 


THE FUTURE of many of 
California’s private schools, including the 
parochial schools, might depend, in part, 
on some form of voucher or tax credit, 
said Magyar. 


‘‘There will be a lot of pressure on 
private schools if the difference im dollars 
between them and the public schools gets 
to be too much,’’ he said. ‘‘Will the 
Catholic schools get too elite if the lower- 
income members of the parish find it 
difficult to enroll their kids?”’ 


Polls have shown more and more 
Americans becoming receptive to the idea 
of vouchers, said Magyar, and many 
school districts in the state of Vermont 
have been using them for years. 


IN A recent letter to Chatfield and 
Magyar, economist Milton Friedman of 
Stanford University’s Hoover Institution; 
a long-time advocate of ‘‘consumer 
control’? in education, endorsed. their 
voucher initiative. 


The Chatfield-Magyar voucher, said 
Friedman, has safeguards insuring no 
compromise of ‘‘the basic principle that 
parents and children should be free to 
choose the schooling that best accords 
with their needs and values.’’ 


Parents Choose Quality Education is 
based: in Sacramento, and is just 
beginning to organize. Under California 
law, said Magyar, once a signature drive 
to qualify for a spot on the ballot begins, 
there are only 131 days to complete the 
task. 
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DEATHS PROTESTED — Bishop Roger Mahony of Stockton, Calif., leads a 
candlelight procession of 1,000 farmworkers ‘and supporters through the streets of 
downtown Stockton to call attention to a growing number of farmworker deaths at the 
hands of the U.S. Border Patrol. The procession ended with the Stations of the Cross. 


Urges changes in Border Patrol tactics... 


Continued from page 1 

Riedinger’s statement ‘‘unbelievable in 
the light of such tragic loss of life. The 
tragic drowning of 11 farmworkers is a 
terrible disaster, not a ‘miniscule 
problem.’ ”’ 


The bishop said the farmworkers 
should not be labeled ‘‘criminals’’ in the 
same category as murderers, rapists and 
robbers. Their only crime, he said, is a 
desperate search for a life of security, 
food, shelter and education for their 
children. 

Bishop Mahony said he believes other 
law enforcement officers exercise greater 
care and caution in capturing robbers 
than does the Border Patrol in catching 
farmworkers. j 


HAROLD EZELL, U.S. 


Immigration and Naturalization. Service 


western regional commissioner, has . 


recommended actions to reduce. illegal 
alien drownings. The recommendations 
include a safety education program, 
passage by Congress of the Simpson- 
Mazzoli immigration bill and additional 
resources for the Border Patrol. 


Bishop Mahony had urged the Border 
Patrol to give agents lifesaving 
equipment. Ezell said the agency 
considered the idea but rejected it because 
“carrying lifesaving equipment such as 
ropes and life rings would only give the 
illegal aliens a false and most likely fatal 
sense of security. This would only 
encourage more illegal aliens to try 
swimming away: which would no doubt 
increase the number of drownings.’”. 
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Father Dwyer to speak at St. Therese 


DEL CERRO — Father Vincent 
Dwyer, founder of the Center for Human 
Development, will speak on RENEW 
themes during a planned five-day visit to 
St. Therese parish, beginning Ash 
Wednesday, March 7, at 7:30 p.m. 


He will also address audiences March 8 
and 9 at 7:30 p.m. 


FATHER DWYER, who established 
the Ministry to Priests Program as part of 
his attempt to aid spiritual renewal in the 
Church, will speak March 10 at the 5 
p.m. Mass and will conduct a penance 
service that evening at 7:30. He will cap 
off his visit with homilies at the 7, 9 and 
10:30 a.m. Masses at St. Therese March 
11. 

Father Dwyer was invited by Msgr. 
Sean Murray, St. Therese pastor, 
because of the effect of RENEW on the 


parish. 

‘RENEW is a wonderful success in 
our parish... There’s a lot of enthusiasm. 
It’s helped a lot in the neighborhoods’’ by 
bringing people together to discuss the 
Bible, he said. ‘‘RENEW is something 
that was very much needed,”’ he added. 


FATHER DWYER created the 


‘“Genesis II’’ program. The multi-media - 


program is distributed world-wide. He 
continued the use of multi-media to 
explore the richness of Western 
spirituality in Pathways: Journeys in 
Spiritual Growth. . ‘ 

He is a member of the Cistercian 
Order of the Strict Observance, and is on 
medical leave from St. Joseph Abbey, 
Spencer, Mass. His Ministry to Priests 
Program, founded in 1972, is in more 
than 90 U.S. dioceses and archdioceses. 
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By Cindy Wooden 


WASHINGTON (NC) — Some US. Catholic 
Conference officials are presenting politically biased views 
on the Central American human rights situation, said 
Elliott Abrams, assistant secretary of state for human 
rights and brenanitaren affairs. 


‘There is something of a political bias here seer the 
left,’’ especially the Nicaraguan and Cuban 
governments, said Abrams, the Reagan administration’s 
top human rights official. 


THIS BIAS is ‘‘not on the part of the church. Not on 
the part of American Catholics. But on the part of people 
who work on this full time for various church 
institutions,’ he added in a lengthy interview which 
appeared Feb. 9 in The Wanderer, an independent 
Catholic newspaper based in St. Paul, Minn. 


Specific individuals and groups criticized by Abrams 
were Father J. Bryan Hehir, USCC secretary-designate 
for social development and world peace; Thomas 
Quigley, USCC adviser for Latin American affairs; and 
the Maryknoll missionary society. 


Quigley and Father Paul Newpower, Maryknoll 
director of media relations, disagreed with Abrams. 
Quigley said Abrams has a ‘‘misunderstanding of the 
function of the Catholic Conference,’’ which testifies 
before congressional committees on specific issues when 
asked and is faithful to the policy stands of the U.S. 
bishops. Father Newpower said the Reagan 
administration is trying to discredit Church critics of its 
Central American policy. 


ABRAMS SAID that ‘‘the information the bishops are 
getting from the church is coming from a very small 
group of people at the USCC who are sending eee 
collections of facts reflecting their own political views.’ 

USCC officials are not listening to the bishops in 
Central America or telling the U.S. bishops about 
persecution of the Church in Nicaragua, Abrams added. 

Father Hehir ‘‘doesn’t have much to say, if anything, 
about Sandinista human rights violations or, for that 
matter, Cuban human rights violations,’’ said Abrams. 

THE SANDINISTAS are the ruling coalition in 
Nicaragua. 

Father Hehir ‘‘doesn’t even have anything to say about 
the specifics of the persecution of the, Catholic Church”’ in 
Nicaragua, Abrams said. 

“If you listen to the bishops of that country there is a 
major effort going on:there to undercut their authority, to 
divide and conquer the Catholic Church,’”’ he added. 

“T THINK the only possible explanation for that is 
that the church in Central America is saying some things 


they simply don’t want to hear,’’ Abrams ae 


Regarding Cuba, Abrams said either Father Hehir or 
Quigley said before a House subcommittee that “‘the 
church in Cuba is a quiet church.’’ Abrams called the 
statement ‘‘a whitewash.”’ 

“It’s like saying the Jewish population in Germany is 
quiet,’’ Abrams said. ‘‘It’s quiet because it’s gone.”’ 


‘WITH REGARD to the Maryknolls, in some cases 
you have religious men or women who have seen the 
suffering of the poor in Central America at firsthand and 
obviously feel very, very strongly about it,’’ he said. 


‘‘But their commitment to democracy and civil liberties 
somehow seems to stand in the way of improving the life 
of the poor, so they just cast it aside,’’ Abrams said. 


He also criticized a group of Religious women opposed 
to U.S. policy who were recently denied admission into 
Honduras where they wanted to conduct a peace vigil 
along the frontier with Nicaragua. 


“MANY CATHOLIC groups in this country 
denounced the governor of Honduras for not letting them 
in. The fact is that the bishops of Honduras urged the 
governor of Honduras not to let them in — formally, with 
a statement by the bishops which said, ‘This is a political 
interference in our internal affairs by foreigners, don’t let 
them in,’ ’’ Abrams said. 


Abrams also said the Reagan administration is 
reluctant to become involved in the human rights 
situation in Northern Ireland. 


“‘The United States is much less inclined to press any 
human rights cause when the country under discussion is 
a democracy and has a free press, where all the facts can 
get out,’”’ he said. 


“ONE OF the things we do when we do press a 
government is to speak for people who are otherwise 
voiceless when there is no free press or free speech,’’ he 
said. ‘‘This is not the case in Northern Ireland.”’ 


Regarding Abrams’ position on Central America, 
Quigley said that ‘‘no entity in the United States does as 
much”’ to listen to the Church in Central America and to 
make that information available as does the USCC. 


~“*The conference has criticized the government and 
eo. . . be] 
policies of Nicaragua on several occasions,’’ he added. 


-REGARDING CUBA, Quigley said that the “quiet 
church’’ quote was ‘‘taken out of context.’’ He called 
‘outrageous’? Abrams’. comparison of the Catholic 


Church in Cuba to the Jewish people in Nazi Germany. 


Cookies have financed sex program 


By Thomas Ewald 


DETROIT (NC) — Bowing to threats of cancelled Girl 
Scout cookie orders, Scout officials in the Detroit area 
agreed to delete abortion and birth control information 
from a proposed program on teen-age sexuality. 


Parents, volunteers and Scout leaders protested when 
word began circulating Feb. 14 about a program 
suggested by the Michigan Metropolitan Girl Scout 
Council called ‘‘Teen-age Pregnancy: Prevention and 
Intervention,’’ for girls in grades 6 though 8. 


MANY ADULTS learned about the proposed project 
through an article in Right to Life-Lifespan’s February 
newsletter. ‘‘We were worried about the ‘intervention’ 
portion of the program. That sounded like abortion,”’ 
said Alice Radwick, Lifespan president. ‘‘I talked to the 
director of the project and she confirmed that abortion 
would be talked about.”’ 


The project had received a $25,000 grant from United 
Community Services and extra money needed was to 
have been taken from Girl Scout cookie sales, which are 
traditionally earmarked for camp maintenance and to 
support camp outings. 


‘‘We were concerned that people know that their 
buying cookies would be helping teach girls how to have 
abortions,’’ Mrs. Radwick said. 


COUNCIL EXECUTIVE Director Penny Bailer 
said, ‘‘We’re not financially independent. We depend on 
those proceeds from the cookie sales to continue 
operating. You could say we were blackmailed. We had 
no choice. I told my staff to pull out any reference to birth 
control and abortion.’’ 


Barbara Quinn, troop service director in the Shrine of 
the Little Flower area of Royal Oak, a suburb of Detroit, 
cancelled her 10 troops’ orders of 718 cases of Girl Scout 
cookies and sent a letter to parents asking them to boycott 
the cookie sales. 

The proposed program which would have taught girls 
about birth control methods and three ‘‘alternatives’’ for 
pregnant girls — keeping the baby, adoption or abortion 

-_ 


— ‘‘is a political, controversial and moral ‘issue that the 
Girl Scouts do not belong involved in,’’ Mrs. Quinn said. 


AT LEAST 12 other troops threatened to cancel their 
cookie sale orders. 


Mrs. Bailer said the project was only in the planning 
stage when. the protest occurred. ‘“‘We were honest with 
the parents. We said we were thinking of presenting teen- 
age pregnancy as a tragedy — all the girl’s options are 
tragic. That’s all we would have said. Those persons who 
heard that we would present a program that even 
mentioned abortion were upset. They said abortion is 
murder and that nothing about abortion could be 
included in the program unless it specifically stated that 
abortion was murder.”’ 


Mrs. Bailer said the initiative for the project came from 
Scout leaders ‘‘who were shocked to hear some of their 
12-year-old Scouts say they wished they could get 
pregnant so they could leave home.”’ 


THE PHILADELPHIA Archdiocese in 1973 
withdrew sponsorship of its 334 Girl Scout troops and 
formed a new affiliation with Camp Fire Girls, Inc., after 
an experimental merit badge was introduced which girls 
earned by obtaining information on sexual intercourse, 
rape, pregnancy, birth control, abortion and venereal 
disease. 
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NC photo 
TAKING SHAPE — Construction crews finish the three- 
tiered papal cross atop the 110-foot steel dome of the 
Vatican Pavilion at the Louisiana World Exposition in 
New Orleans. The fair will start a six-month run May 12. 


There is no way the discrimination against Catholics 
can be compared to what was done against the Jews in 
Germany, Quigley said. 


Father Newpower said the Reagan administration was 
“casting aside the poor because the poor stand in the way 
of democracy and civil liberty for their military friends in 
Central America.’’ 


HE DENIED that missionaries do not listen to the 
Church in Central America. 


“Who does he think has been working at the grass roots 
level for the last 40 years — giving their lives? It’s 
absurd,’’ said Father Newpower. 


Father Newpower said the Reagan administration 
realizes that in the Church it has ‘‘a formidable 
opponent’’ to its Central American policies. 


BECAUSE IT does not want “‘to attack the bishops of 
Central America or of the United States, it tries to 
discredit particular missionary church groups like 
Maryknoll,’’ he said. 


Father Hehir was not available for comment. 


VATICAN CITY (NC) — Answering the questions of 
Pope John Paul II, 4,000 men from dozens of countries 
renewed their promises to be dedicated and hard-working 
priests. The renewal took place at a Feb. 24 Mass in St. 
Peter’s Basilica which was the capstone of a three-day 
celebration for priests, deacons and seminarians held in 
conjunction with the current Holy Year commemorating 
the 1,950th anniversary of the redemption by Christ. One 
of the questions the pope asked in Latin was: ‘‘Do you 
wish to unite yourselves intimately to the Lord Jesus, the 
model for our priesthood, renouncing yourselves and 
confirming the tasks which, impelled by love, you have 
freely assumed on behalf of His Church?”’ “‘I do’’ was the 
reply from rows and rows of priests gathered in 
Catholicism’s biggest church. Moments before, they had 
heard the pontiff. urge them to offer themselves in service 
‘*to every human being.”’ 


HAND CARVED IN WOOD & MARBLE 
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Around the Diocese 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Sunday, March 4, 7 a.m 

Channel 39 — 
Father James Mason, 
Celebrant 


Stella Maris 183 Young Ladies Institute’s regular meeting is 
March 1 at 7:30 p.m., St. Patrick Church, Carlsbad. More: 
721-4415. 

Mardi Gras Dance, sponsored by K of C council 3162, San 
Luis Rey de Francia, is set for March 2 at the San Luis Rey 
Mission parish auditorium at 7 p.m. Live music, light buffet. 
Costumes optional. Cost is $7.50 each. Reservations: 757-6071 
or 439-0596. 

Fish fry, held monthly at Immaculate Conception Church, 
2540 San Diego Avenue, Old Town, is planned for March 2, 5-7 
p-m..-Cost is $3.50. 

Card-game-dessert party, hosted by Good Shepherd 
Women’s Club, is March 2, 7-10 p.m. Tickets $2.50. Held at 
8200 Gold Coast Drive, Mira Mesa. Reservations needed: 
271-9071 or 566-6435. 

Mini-rummage sale will be held by National City’s St. 
Mary’s Altar Society, March 2-3 at the parish hall. Details: 
263-7185 or 475-6224. 

Curso de Liturgia y Musica, Equipo Regional Mobil de 
Evangelizacion, is meant to provide theological foundations for 
youth and adults working in Hispanic youth ministry and 
liturgical planning. Diocesan Conference Room, March 3, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. Fee $2. More: 574-9303. 

First Saturday Mass will be offered at Church of St. Mary 
Magdalene, March 3 at 7:45 a.m. Rosary and Fatima ae ty 
follow Mass. Details: 276-3693. 

Stalpar Club for single and widowed Catholics will meet 
March 4 at St. Vincent de Paul Church hall, Lewis and Hawk 
streets. Social from 3:45-5 p.m., followed by meeting and 
dinner. More: 276-7644. 

Jane Westbrook, mezzo-soprano, and Bonita Sonsini, piano, 
will be heard in concert, March 4 at 3 p.m. at Mary, Star of the 
Sea-Church, 7727 Girard Ave., La Jolla. Ms. Westbrook, 
nationally known opera singer, and the Robert Sha-’ Chorale, 
will present the first show of the Spring Conccrt Series. 
Donations accepted. More: 466-9437. 

Prayer meeting at St. Patrick Church, North Park, 7:30 


p.m., March 5. Led by. Fr. Jerry Bevilacqua, OSA. More: ‘ 


284-2674. 

‘‘How to Improve Family Relations in Six Weeks’’ is the 
theme of a talk to be given at All Hallows Academy, La Jolla, 
March 6 at 9 a.m. Cary! Waller Krueger, author of Six Weeks to 
Better Parenting, will address the group. More: 459-6074. 

Mass and healing service, sponsored by the San Luis Rey 
Prayer Community, will be held at San Luis Rey Mission 
Church, March 6 at 7:30 p.m. Fr. Ralph Weishaar, main 
celebrant. 

‘Looking and Feeling Better’’ will be discussed by a 
nutrition counselor at the general meeting of the Catholic 
Alumni Club, March 9 at the Holiday Inn on Hotel Circle. 
Happy hour 7 p.m., speaker at 8, meeting at 9. Cost is $4. Info: 
299-3055. 

‘‘Saints Big One,’’ dinner, dancing and drawing for $10,000 
presented by St. Augustine High School Booster Club, March 9 
at 6:30 p.m. in the gym, Palm and Bancroft. Drawing tickets 
will be sold there. Dinner tickets are $20. Live music. More: 
273-7051 or 286-8438 (evenings). 

La Jolla Deanery meeting of Council of Catholic Women is 
10 a.m. March 13 at St. James Church, Solana Beach. Mass 
and luncheon. Cost is $3.50. Non-members _ invited. 
Reservations, due March 9: 755-2995 or 223-3245. 

Holy Spirit Seminar, March 9-11, will be held at San Luis 
Rey Retreat Center. Sponsored by the San Luis Rey prayer 
community, it will be led by a team headed by Fr. Ralph 
Weishaar, O.F.M. More: 757-3659 or write Holy Spirit 
Seminar, Old Mission Retreat, P.O. Box 409, San Luis Rey, 
Ca. 92068. 

Sharing Jesus with those who have disabilities is the goal of 


three workshops for special religious education coordinators and. 


catechists. The Sacrament workshops will be held at Good 
Shepherd parish, 8200 Gold Coast Drive, Mira Mesa — March 
10 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. on Reconciliation; April 14, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m., on Confirmation. Info: 260-1019. 
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North County Song Fest, the second annual, is set for March 
10 at Rincon Tribal Hall, off Valley Center Road, at noon. 
Catholic folk groups will perform. More: 749-8765. 

Day of Renewal for Liturgical Ministers with speakers Dr. 
Jane Via and Fr. Dennis Krouse, is March 10, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at 
St. Mary Magdalene parish hall, 1945 Illion St. Fee $4. Bring 
lunch, Reservation deadline March 2: 293-3375. 

‘*A Victorian Event’’, a card party and luncheon planned by 
Mercy Hospital and Medical Center Auxiliary, is slated for 
March 10 at the War Memorial Building, Balboa Park. More: 
295-2349. 

Brunch and fashion show, held annually by Marian High 
School P.T.G. is set for March 10 at 9 a.m. at the May 
Company, Plaza Bonita. Reservations: 479-7214. 

Card party and luncheon held annually by St. Martin’s 
Womens Club, starts at noon, March 10 at the parish hall, 7710 
El Cajon Blvd., La Mesa. All proceeds go to charity. 
Reservations: 460-8941 or 463-7246. 

“Luck of the Irish’’ luncheon, card and game party, hosted 


by Holy Trinity Y.L.I. 194, is set for March 10 at St. Didacus . 


School Hall, 4630 34th St. Donation $3, Reservations: 278-0378 
or 582-5065. 

Czechoslovakian Mass will be said by Fr. Jaroslav V. 
Popelka, S.J., March 11 at 3 p.m. at the Benedictine convent, 
3888 Paducah Dr. More: 295-1718. 

Professional Growth Day for master catechists is March 11, 
2-8 p.m. and will include a Mass, potluck supper and talks by 
Fr. Robert White and Penny Banks on ‘‘Catechetical 
Techniques for High School Students of the 80s.”’ 
Details:574-6311. ; 

Luncheon-card party benefit, held by the Catholic 
Community Services Auxiliary, is March 12 at 10:30 a.m. at All 
Hallows parish hall, 6002 La Jolla Scenic Drive, La Jolla. 
Prizes, drawings. Donation $6. Bring cards or game. Social area 
for non-players. More: 454-5888 (eves.) 

Man of La Mancha at Lawrence: Welk’s will be seen March 13 
by St. Patrick’s Seniors tour group. Cost $29.50, includes buffet 
lunch and matinee. 

Mass and healing service is planned March 13 at 7:30 p.m. 
at Mary Star of the Sea parish, La Jolla. Fr. Jerry Bevilacqua, 
OSA, will celebrate. Details: 284-2674. 

Oceanside Deanery, Council of Catholic Women, will have 
meeting, Mass and luncheon March 14 at 10:30 a.m. at St. 
Mary parish hall, Oceanside. 

Sign Language for Beginners will be taught by Venita 
Driscoll at St. Therese Social Center, 6016 Camino Rico from 
7-9 p.m. on Wednesdays, beginning March 14. Cost is $10 
youths, $20 adults, $30 families. Register with Betty Britschgi, 
diocesan Services for Disabled People, 260-1019. 

Man of La Mancha will be seen by St. Martins Womens Club 
tour, Welkome Inn Theater, March 15, Lunch stop in 
Carlsbad. Cost is $25. Reservations: 466-5587. 

Pot luck dinner for Stella Maris 183, Y.L.I., is March 15 at 
6:30, meeting at 7:30 at St. Patrick Church, Carlsbad. 

Weekend retreat and training program for young adults 
(18-35) is set for March 16-18 at Camp Marston near Julian. All 
young adults, especially those in leadership positions, are 
invited. Cost is $35. Some financial aid available. A $10 non- 
refundable deposit required. More: 583-9181. 

St. Patrick Day dance, March 17, will be held at St. Martin 
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Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these 
beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy 
eternal happiness and peace. Amen. 


parish hall, La Mesa, from 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Music by 
L&M Trio. Donation $3. : 

Ireland, Mass for peace in the troubled country, | be held 
St. Patrick’s day (March 17) at 5 p.m. at Our Lady of Grace 
Church, 2766 Navajo Road, El Cajon. Msgr. Thomas Moloney 
will celebrate. 

Father and Son Mass and Communion Breakfast, St. 
Augustine High School’s 10th annual, is planned for March 17 
at 9 a.m. Father John Pejza, St. Augustine High principal, will 
celebrate Mass in the chapel. Breakfast in the Kona Room of the 
Hanalei Hotel. Cost is $7. Details: 578-6699. 

Continental breakfast will be served for $1 after all Masses 
at St. Mary Star of the Sea parish, March 18. Charity fundraiser 
for Stella Maris 183, Y.L.I., will be held in the church hall, 601 
Third St. 

Mass and healing service at Holy Family Church, Linda 
Vista, will be offered March 20 at 7:30 p.m. by Fr. Jerry 
Bevilacqua, OSA.. Details: 284-2674. 

Spanish Music-Liturgy Workshop, sponsored by the Center 
for Liturgy and Prayer, is March 24, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. at Holy 
Family Parish hall, 1957 Coolidge St. Cost $5. Bring own lunch. 
Register by March 16: 293-3375. 

Luncheon and card party, hosted by St. Patrick’s 
Archconfraternity, March 24. Donation $3. Reservations: 
282-2624. : 

Card and bingo luncheon will be hosted by Catholic 
Daughters, Court 2188, at St. Vincent de Paul Church hall, 
Hawk and Lewis streets, Mission Hills, March 24 at noon. Cost 
is $4. Reservations: 296-2756. 

Hawaiian charity card party and bingo, March 24 at noon, 
will be hosted by Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court St. 
Vincent de Paul, 2188, at St. Vincent Church hall, 4077 Ibis St. 
Prizes. Dress Hawaiian. Donation $4. Info and reservations: 
295-3054 or 296-2756. 

RENEW Lenten Storytelling concert, March 25 from 7-9 
p-m. at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel parish, Rancho Penasquitos. 
Donation. Guest storyteller will be Dr. Robert Wilhelm. 

Annual communion of Young Ladies Institutes is March 25 
at 10:30 a.m. Breakfast to follow. Details: 941-4152. 

Dessert card party is planned for March 27, noon-4 p.m., at 
St. Mary Star of the Sea parish hall, 601 Third St., Oceanside. 
Sponsored by Stella Maris 183, Y.L.I. Reservations, due March 
23, at 433-8745 or 757-4819. 

Giselle MacKenzie, Rose Marie, Helen O’Connell and Kay 
Starr at Knotts Berry Farm, will entertain a tour group from St. 
Patrick’s Seniors, March 29, $26.60. More: 282-7109 or 
232-0708. 

Tijuana Cultural Center guided tour will be taken by St. 
Patrick’s Seniors, April 2. Transportation, movie and lunch 
included in $24 price. More: 282-7109 or 282-0708. 

Death Valley, Scotty’s Castle and Laughlin, Nev., are the 
destinations for a tour group of St. Patrick’s Seniors, April 9-12. 
Cost is $180 double occupancy. More: 282-7109 or 232-0708. 


_ The Great Pacific Northwest (Portland, Seattle, Victoria- 
Vancouver, B.C.) will be seen by St. Patrick’s Seniors, April 
23-May 9 via bus and Amtrak with a stop at the Shrine of Our 
Sorrowful Mother in Portland. The 17 day-16 night tour is 
$1,059.50 double occupancy, or $1,450.50. single occupancy. 
Details: 282-7109 or 232-0708. 


Items for Around the Diocese must be received in writing 
by noon the Friday before publication on Thursday of the 
following week. We can not accept items over the telephone. 
Mail to: Around the Diocese, Southern Cross, P.O. Box 
81869, San Diego, Calif. 92138. 


CULLEN, Mary E. Mother of Peter and 
Thomas Cullen, Jr; five sisters. Funeral Mass: 
Feburary 21 at St. Didacus Church. 


Goodbody Mortuary 


COSTALES, Santiago C. Father of Margaret 


CONVENTION CENTER Roybal, Simona Dotson, Doris Guzman, Grace 
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Redondo and Joseph Costales; two sisters and one 
brother; 10 grandchildren. Funeral Mass: February 
21 at Holy Spirit Church. 


Goodbody Mortuary 
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Stephen and James O’Leary; son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Patrick J. O’Leary. Funeral Mass: February 24 at 
Our Lady of Grace Church. 


Goodbody Mortuary 
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Cuaresma — 1984 


Este tiempo de Cuaresma, mis hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, debe ser un medio de 
mayor conversion, un medio de reconciliacién. Recordemos la accidn del Santo Padre 
cuando visit6 la prisién para perdonar a Ali Agca, el hombre que trato de asesinarlo. El 
perd6n de nuestros enemigos trae una auténtica reconciliacién. !Qué ejemplo para todo 
el mundo, para individuos y para naciones! Tal perdon personal es el medio de traer la 


paz. 


Durante esta temporada cuaresmal en el Afio Jubilar de la Redencién, sigamos el 
ejemplo del Santo Padre. Tratemos de reconciliarnos sinceramente con Dios y con 
nuestro prdjimo. De esta forma, nuestro espiritu de penitencia, de caridad, de ayuno y 
de oracién, se traducird en acciones de servicio y sera4 compartido con los demas. 
‘*Porque tuve hambre y Me disteis de comer...era forastero y Me acogisteis.’’ (Mat. 25: 
35). Solamente amando podemos ensefiar a amar. Solamente podemos ensefiar la 
reconciliacidn si la practicamos también nosotros. Sabemos que el infinito amor de Jestis 
lo dispone a perdonarnos todo de lo que sinceramente estemos arrepentidos. Podemos 
rechazarlo, pero El no rechaza a nadie que esté dispuesto a arrepentirse y a ser 
convertido. Es tanto lo que ganamos, tanto lo que podemos crecer en: nuestro proceso de 
conversi6n gracias a la abundancia del amor de Dios y las bendiciones que nos son 
concedidas en su misericordioso perdon. 


La Iglesia Catdlica celebra el Afio Santo de la Redencidén: La Iglesia entera esta 
invitada a dejarse poseer por el Salvador quien dijo a su pueblo, yendo hasta el extremo 
del amor: ‘‘Mi paz os doy’’ (C. Jn 14:27). Envella, todos compartiremos con nuestros 
hermanos y hermanas la proclamacidén de la salvacidn y el vigor de la esperanza. 


E] mensaje de Jesus es de reconciliacién: ‘‘Y todo proviene de Dios, que nos reconcilidé 
consigo por Cristo y nos confid el ministerio de Ja reconciliacidn.’’ (2 Cor. 5:18). 

Descubramos de nuevo el poder de la oracidn: Orar es reconciliarse con El a quien 
invocamos, con quien nos reunimos, quien nos hace vivir. 


El Canon 1249 del Nuevo Derecho Canénico dice: ‘‘Todos los fieles, cada uno a su 
modo, estan obligados por ley divina a hacer penitencia; sin embargo, para que todos se 
unan en alguna prdctica comun de penitencia, se han fijado unos dias penitenciales, en 
los que se dediquen los fieles de manera especial a la oracién, realicen obras de piedad y 
de caridad y se nieguen a si mismos, cumpliendo con mayor fidelidad sus propias 
obligaciones y, sobre todo, observando el ayuno y la abstinencia.”’ 


Siguiendo estas normas viviremos una conversién continua y un mayor crecimiento 


espiritual.”” °°" 


Invitacion a un Retiro Espiritual 
La Confederacién Guadalupana invita a toda la Comunidad Hispana al Retiro 


Espiritual que se llevard a cabo en el Convento Benedictino de Adoracién Perpetua, 3888 
Paducah Drive, San Diego, el sabado 10 de marzo de 9 a.m. a 4 p.m. El Retiro sera 


dirijido por dos sacerdotes de Tijuana, el Padre Rubén Fuentes y el Padre Maximo 
Garcia. A las 3 p.m. el Excmo. Sr. Obispo Gilberto Chavez celebrara la Santa Misa para 
los participantes. No hay costo alguno de admisién, sdlo se pide a las personas que lleven 
su almuerzo (lunch). 


Una nueva disposicion 
sobre la Comunion diaria 


por el Padre Rubén Fuentes 


No cabe duda que la nueva disposicién 
venida de la Sta. Sede acerca del permiso 
concedido para poder comulgar mds de 
una vez al dia, ha sido recibida con honda 
satisfaccion por el pueblo fiel de la Iglesia 
Catdlica. Mas, por otra parte, viendo la 
manera tan diversa de cdémo esta 
disposicidn ha llegado al pueblo hispano 
de esta Didcesis de San Diego (pues 
mientras que unos fieles la conocen hasta 
llevarla a la prdctica, otros, sin embargo, 
la conocen solo de oidas y, otros, la 
desconocen totalmente), voy a presentar 
aqui, para conocimiento de todos, esta 
nueva disposicidn sobre la Comunidn 
diaria, tratando de explicar su sentido a 
través del breve desarrollo de los 
siguientes puntos: 1. Documento de la 
Iglesia en el que se encuentra esta 
disposicién. 2. Intencidn de la Iglesia al 
dar esta disposicidn. 3. Aclaraciones 
sobre la practica de esta disposicién. 


1. Documento de la Iglesia en el que se 
encuentra esta disposicién. 


Tal disposicién se encuentra en el 
nuevo Cédigo de Derecho Candénico, 
promulgado por su Santidad Juan Pablo 
II y que entr6 en vigor el 27 de noviembre 
de 1983. Dejando a los fieles el que ellos 
se informen mds ampliamente, con sus 
respectivos pdrrocos o sacerdotes, sobre el 
Nuevo Cédigo, solamente quisiera decir 
acerca del mismo, que en él se hallan 
reunidas todas las leyes por las que la 
Iglesia gobierna y dirige al pueblo de 
Dios. Precisamente, en la ley o canon no. 
917, se encuentra establecida esta nueva 
disposicidén sobre la Comunién diaria, 
que dice asi: 


“Quien ya ha recibido la Santisima 
Eucaristia puede de nuevo recibirla el 
mismo dia solamente dentro de la 


~Celebracién Eucaristica en la que 


participe, quedando a salvo lo que 
prescribe el Can. 921, no. 2.”’ 


2. Intencion de la Iglesia al dar esta 
disposicién. 


Cual sea la intencidén o la mente de la 
Iglesia al dar esta disposicidn, parece que 
se puede comprender en la respuesta a 
esta pregunta concreta: jel permiso para 
comulgar mas de una vez, significa poder 


comulgar tinicamente dos veces al dia, y, 
el que, la segunda vez, estrictamente se 
haga dentro de la Misa? Digamos, en 
primer lugar, que la concesién para 
comulgar mas de una vez, mira a que esta 
se haga, estrictamente hablando, dentro 
de la Misa. La sola excepcién la establece 
el Can. 921, no. 2: en donde se sefala 
que, en peligro de muerte, se puede 
comulgar mas de una vez, aunque esto’ se 
haga fuera de la Misa. Con respecto a la 
otra cuestion, sobre si esta concesién mira 
a poder comulgar tinicamente dos veces al 
dia, seguin parece, el canon pretende ser 
mas amplio y nos descarta la posibilidad 
de comulgar mas de dos veces, con tal que 
se observe la principal. condicidn: que 
simpre se haga dentro de la Misa. Las 
palabras del canon ‘‘puede de nuevo 
recibirla el mismo dia,’’? no _parecen 
indicar que se reciba solamente una 
segunda vez y nada mas, sino que se 
reciba las veces que su asistencia ala Misa 
se lo permita. Con esta interpretacién no 
se pretende forzar el sentido de este 
canon, por el contrario, se quiere dejar en 
claro lo que lleva consigo tdoa esta 
concesion: la de solucionar, en provecho 
espiritual de los fieles, aquellos casos 
“‘limite’’ en los que los fieles, después de 
comulgar en la Misa que es de su 
costumbre, quisieran comulgar también 
en otras Misas a las cuales asisten o son 
invitados el mismo dia: a un Matrimonio 
y a una Misa exequial, por ejemplo. 


3. Aclaraciones sobre la puesta en 
practica de esta disposicién. 

Es un motivo para mi de gran 
satisfaccién el sefialar, que varios de 
nuestros fieles han comenzado yaa poner 
en practica, cuando la oportunidad se les 
ha presentado, esta concesién: la de 
comulgar mds de una vez al dia. Sin 
embargo, otros fieles, tomando con mas 
cautela tal concesién, han externado la 
idea de que hay que esperar, antes, las 
orientaciones de los respectivos Pastores. 
Sobre esta doble manera de ver la practica 
de esta disposicidn se puede seguir, como 
norma segura, lo dicho a continuacién: 
que los fieles que conozcan bien esta 
concesién, de comulgar mds de una vez al 
dia, y quieran hacer uso de ella, 
prudentemente pueden ponerla en 
prdctica sin esperar ninguna regulacidén 
que, sobre el particular, pueda venir de 
los pastores: y esto, porque una ley 
universal siempre prevalece sobre toda 
disposicién particular. 
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GOODBODY'S BLVD. CHAPEL 
5027 El Cajon Blvd., 582-1700. 
TF 


RESIDENTIAL EXPANSION & REMODEL- 
ING SPECIALIST. We can do it all for 
you. A new kitchen or extra bath, 
new bedroom or family room, 2nd 
story addition our specialty. Deal 
direct with contractor John Sickler 
Construction. Call 582-6340 any- 
time. Lic. 269965. TF 


Cabinets Refinished - Paperhanging 
Painting - Interior, Exterior. Very 
neat, fast. Free Estimate. Call Erick: 
299-7681. TF 


COOK WANTED (Amer. Cuisine) Rm., 
Bd., Salary, Car helpful, relocate to 
desert area, 3 priests. Write to Ad 
30, c/o Southern Cross, P.O. Box 
81869, S.D. 92138. TF 


NEW CREDIT CARD 
Nobody refused. Also Visa/ 
Mastercard. Call 805-687-6000 Ext. 
C-1392. 2/2,9,16,23,3/1 


COOK WANTED (Amer. Cuisine) Rm., 
Bd., Salary, Car helpful, relocate to 
desert area, 3 priests. Write to Ad 
30, c/o Southern Cross, P.O. Box 
81869, S.D., 92138. TF 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 
diagnoses, 120/240 volt installation. 
Custom wiring and lighting. Low 
prices. No job too small. Day or 
night—7 days. 222-1904. Call 
Robert. TF 


Mothers helpers. All chores from 
scrubbing floors, fixing little Jimmy’s 
lunch and taking your cat to the Vet. 
Let us give you back your free time. 
Screened applicants, bonded, reliable. 
Dana’s Housekeeping, 298-1982. 
2/2,9,16,23,3/1,8,15,23 


St. Jude, thank you for answering my 
prayers. E.W. 3/1,8,15 


P.E.T. Parent Effectiveness Training. 
The greatest child-raising tool in the 
world. Raising a child is harder than 
being a child especially if rewards and 
punishments are used. 24-hr. 
workshop held 8 Tuesdays; March 13, 
6:30-9:30. Fee $75. Del Cerro 
Psychology & Family Services, 7290 
Navajo Rd., Ste. 210, San Diego. Free 
brochure. 466-6463, Dr. Diana 
Greg 3/1 


Government Jobs. 
$16,559-$59,553/year, now hiring, 
your area. Call 805-6876-6000, Ext. 
R-1392. i 

2/16,23,3/1,8,15 


YOUNG FAMILY MAN 
Needs hauling and tree work. T. 


Northcutt, 277-6484. TF 
HARDY’S TREE SERVICE 


Economy tree work, hauling, 
ornamental tree pruning, palms, 
ukes. Fully licensed and insured. 15 
yrs. exp. Free estimates. 
278-2963. TF 


PIANOS FOR SALE, discount prices. 
ABC PIANO, 2903 El Cajon Blvd., San 
Diego, 281-3717. TF 


NEED A ROOFER? Don’t settle for less 
than the best quality work. Afford- 
able prices. Call Ray’s Roofing Co., 
479-8096. TF 


CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING. 
Call McCALL’S at 583-3260. 
3/1,8,15,22,29,4/5 


MUSIC for your dance or party. Paul 
Sims and his Little Big Band. 
755-5997. TF 


WALLPAPER HANGING, PAINTING: 
High quality, low prices. Also fine 
selection of wall ‘coverings and 
draperies. References. Call Myles, 
569-1527. TF 


SOUTHERN CROSS Wont Ads get 
results. Mail yours in today! 


Roommate, female to share Chula 
Vista apartment. Rent $159 month 
+ 1/3 util. Leave message, 
691-9500. 3/1 


TREES trimmed, topped, removed, 
stump removal. Insured. 
464-1872. TF 


Concerned Young Americans who care 
about Constitutional Gov't, write to: 
Bernard Arendt, Box 17301, San 
Diego, 92117 TF 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding receptions and lunch and 
dinner parties. 284-8405. TF 


ALL BREED’ DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Bath and Flea Dip for any 
dog $5 while you wait. A DOG’S 
WORLD, 2324-1/2 30th St., San 
Diego, 280-4880; 2869 Ridgeway 
Dr., National City, 267-2577. TF 


Thanks to St. Jude for answering my 
prayers. | will continue to pray to 
you. P.F. 3/1 


Thank you for giving attention to my 
Special problem. Please continue to 
do so until my problem is solved. 
Publication promised. H.S. 3/1 


PALA REY YOUTH CAMP Available for 
retreats, overnight confirmation 


“classes. Beautiful setting, excl. 


facilities. For info call: 
213/866-4164, 213/920-1734, or 
213/925-0963 messages. See ad pg. 
z 

2/9,16,23,3/1 


. Thank you St. Jude for favors 


received. | shall continue to pray to 
you. D.M.F. 
2/16,23,3/1,8,15,22,29,4/5 


Certified Nurses Aide and Home 
Health Aide. Care of the” elderly. 
North County only. 724-9268 or 
757-8541. 2/23, 3/1 


St. Jude, thank you for interceding 
for me. My prayer was answered. 
AEA. 2/23,3/1 


SHOP AND SAVE: St. Vincent de Paul 
Antique Shop, 4574 Park Blvd. 
294-4917. TF 


“‘Dressmaker’’ portable sewing 
machine. Never used. Sacrifice $200. 
423-7081 3/1,8 


WANTED: Mature, unencymbered 
woman, 50+ to care for elderly lady. 
Live in. Salary negotiable. Must drive. 


Light duties, non-smoker. 
425-6188. 3/1,8 


Senior Citizens — We will help you 
find room and board, housing. Free 
assistance. 440-3439. 3/1 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel to your home or hotel. 
Custom made to any size. Screens, 
doors and solar screens. Fiberglass. 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs., 7 
days a week. Call 280-7360. TF 


Choir organist. Musicianship and 


- liturgical sensitivity important. 


224-5784. 3/1 


Thank you, St. Jude for coming to my 
aid. | shall continue to pray to you for 
your special intervention. C.V.J. 3/1 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
84 752 


The following persons are doing business as: 
STUDIO F22 PHOTOGRAPHY 
4667 Cass St., Ste. A 
San Diego,CA 92109 
Full names of registrants: 
‘Barbara McLarney 
3876 1/2 Riviera Dr. 
San Diego, CA 92109 


Anna Englert 
939 Thomas St. 
San Diego, CA. 92109 

This business is conducted by a general 
portnership. 

/s/Barbara McLarney 
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
San Diego County on Jan. 12, 1984. Statement 
expires Dec. 31, 1989. 2/9,16,23,3/1 
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By A. K. Donnelly 


CAPE TOWN, South Africa (NC) — A government 
commission has criticized the South African Council of 
Churches’ involvement in political issues and said it was 
sympathetic to terrorist organizations through support of 
black liberation movements. 


The five-man commission, which sat for 27 months 
under the chairmanship of Supreme Court Justice C.A. 
Eloff, also said the church council exercised poor control 
over the millions of dollars it budgeted between 1974 and 


-1981. 


THE ELOFF commission report to parliament was 
highly critical of the aims and structures of the council of 
churches, known by its initials SACC, with emphasis on 
finances and political involvement between 1974 and 
1981. 


The commission report noted that a state of tension 
between the council and the white-minority government 
had developed over the years, with the two parties holding 
irreconcilable views on social justice. 


The government, it said, favored evolutionary change, 
and the SACC a radical transformation of society. 


SACC HAS become a largely bureaucratic 
organization kept alive by its overseas,donors who 
supplied more than 97 percent of its $20 million budget 
from 1975 to 1981, the report said. SACC is composed of 
major Protestant churches with the exception of the 
Afrikaner Dutch Reformed Church. 

Almost $9 million came from West German church 
organizations, nearly $2 million from the World Council 
of Churches, a little over $500,000 from the United States 
and $200,000 from Canada. 


The Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference, 


” which is not a SACC member, had donated $20,000. The 


Roman Catholic Church has observer status on the 
council, with the right to attend all council and executive 
meetings and take part in discussions. 


THE ELOFF report considered it inappropriate for a 
church body to formulate or endorse political or economic 
policies, and urged government action to oblige SACC to 
conform with national fund-raising laws, with consequent 
state control of SACC spending, something the council 
has opposed for years. 


Regarding SACC’s campaign to get foreign companies 
to withdraw their investments in South Africa, the Eloff 
report advised the state to declare this ‘‘economic 
sabotage,’’ an offense under the Internal Security Act. 


The commission report recommended, however, that 
SACC should not be suppressed because of its relief work 
with the needy and because local Christians might see this 
as an infringement of religious freedom. 


THE REPORT said that although major funding was 
from abroad, the council’s policies were not dictated by 
foreign donors. 


The commission said that SACC’s support for 
conscientious objection, expressed in a 1974 council 
resolution, struck at the root of the South African military 
system and was not in the national interest. 


SACC spokesmen, the report said, frequently 
expressed understanding for and sympathy with those 
who resorted to violence against the existing 
establishment, possibly giving blacks the impression that 
men of God condoned their violence. 

THE REPORT also accused the council of waging 
‘‘massive psychological warfare’ against the government 
with propaganda as an important weapon. 


SAN DIEGO — Msgr. William A. Bergin, pastor of 
Holy Spirit Church and chaplain of the Diocesan Council 
of Catholic Women, will be the featured speaker Mar. 28 
at the DCCW’s bi-monthly board meeting; his topic will 
be ‘‘Accepting God’s Will.’ The meeting will be held at 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church parish hall, 
begininng at 10 a.m., followed by’ Mass at-noon. A 


luncheon will be served after Mass in the hall. 
Reservations must be made by Mar. 21 by calling Mrs. 
William Butler, DCCW president, at 284-0294. The 
DCCW works with the four women’s deaneries in the 
diocese to raise funds for vocational awareness and in 
other charitable areas, said Mrs. Butler, and she invited 
women interested in the group to attend the board 
meeting. 
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ARRESTED — Thirty-two bishops and more than 3,000 
Catholics attended a Mass in Johannesburg, South 
Africa’s Christ the King Cathedral. The Mass was for 


NC photo/UPI 
Father Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, secretary general of the 
South African Bishops Conference, imprisoned by the 
government but not charged; he will go to trial in Oct. 


The commission said that the council encouraged 
extreme opposition to all things white and helped create a 
climate of confrontation. 


Reacting to the report, Anglican Bishop Desmond 
Tutu, general secretary of SACC, said the Eloff 
commission had no competence to judge the council and 
its member churches. 


HE SAID no secular authority could judge how 
Christians develop their concept of church. 


The opposition Progressive Federal Party criticized the 
Eloff inquiry as a “‘meaningless exercise’? by people 
without theological training. 


Opposition spokesman David Dalling said the affairs of 
a church organization ' were its own business. ‘“The entire 
report is couched in the language of nationalist ideology,”’ 
he said. ‘‘Consequently, political activism is seen almost 
as being subversive.”’ 


CATHOLIG ARCHBISHOP Denis Hurley of 


Durban, who testified before the commission last March, 
said the commission had worked hard and found no basis 
for taking legal action against SACC. The archbishop is 
president of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference. 


SACC had already taken steps to put its financial 
affairs in order, he added. 


Archbishop Hurley said the political aspect of SACC’s 
work was interpreted by white nationalists as subversive 
and dangerous, but by blacks in ‘‘unbearable social 
conditions’’ as an expression of ‘‘mild Christian action.’’ 


ECHOING WHAT he submitted to the Eloff 
commission as testimony, the archbishop said that in spite 
of the ‘‘communications gap’’ between SACC officials 
and member churches, he’ supported the “prophetic 
function’’ of the council and said its policies were non- 
violent. 


Media Notebook: Capsule Movie Reviews 


“© Blame It On Rio (Fox) 


Two middle-aged men (Michael Caine and Joseph 
Bologna) vacation-in Brazil without their wives, and one 
of them (Caine) has an affair with the teen-age daughter 
of the other. Even given the state of movies today, when 
cynical exploitation is the watchword, this witless comedy 
breaks new ground. Everyone connected with it should be 
thoroughly ashamed, especially Caine, director Stanley 


~ Donen, and writer Larry Gelbart (who has given us 


AfterMASH). Because of its abundant nudity — most 
of it on the part of a 17-year-old model making her movie 
debut — and its lack of even a hint of moral awareness, 
the U.S. Catholic Conference has classified it O, morally 
offensive. The Motion Picture Association of America 
rating is R, restricted. 


© Footloose (Paramount) 


A boy from Chicago (Kevin Bacon) finds himself going 
to high school in a small town in which rock music and 
dancing are looked upon as snares of the devil. But with 
the help of a minister’s high-spirited daughter (Lori 
Singer), he eventually shows the local yokels the error of 
their ways. A movie that has its heart more or less in the 
right place, Footloose lacks a brain of sufficient wattage to 


Home Health Care... 


guide its more serious intentions. It’s actually two or three 
different movies that. never quite come together. It is 
brightened somewhat by the performances of Bacon, Miss 
Singer and most especially John Lithgow as the minister, 
a decent man who only wants to do what’s right. Becatice 
of some rough language and some graphic violence, 


- which is made all the worse by being depicted as an 


altogether proper method of solving the little problems 
that crop up in. personal relationships, it is mature fare. 
The U.S. Catholic Conference has classified it A-III, 
adults. The industry rating is PG, parental guidance 
suggested. 


© Lassiter (Warners) 


A suave jewel thief (Tom Selleck) operating in London 
on the eve of World War II finds himself pressured by 
Scotland Yard and the FBI to carry off a patriotic heist of 
some Nazi diamonds. This is slack and mediocre 
entertainment, marred futher by a very heavy dose of 
graphic sex and violence in the opening minutes. Selleck 
is wasted in this, and so are Jane Seymour as his mistress 
and that remarkable actor Bob Hoskins as an over- 
zealous man from the Yard. The U.S. Catholic 
Conference has classified it O, morally offensive. The 
Motion Picture Association rating is R, restricted. 
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